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ROGER WILLIAMS 


By Winifred Lovering Holman, S.B., F.A.S.G. 


Note: This article is offered with the kind permission of Mrs. 
John Mitchell Morrison, of Towanda, Pa., and Miami, Fla., for whom 
it was originally prepared, as her children are lineal descendants 
of Roger Williams. To condense a life of Williams to a few pages 
is an impossibility, so great was this man. Special attention has 
been given to the family history, and I have endeavored to bring 
together the data made public in the last thirty years, much of it 
Since the last "Life" of Williams avveared, now scattered in sev- 
eral sources and not readily accessible in its entirety. 


James Williams, a citizen and merchant tailor of 
London, and perhaps related to Rev. Roger Williams of 
St. Albans, Herts, was born about 1560 and died between 
7 Sept. 1620 and 19 Nov. 1621, testate. He married, 


about 1590, Alice Pemberton, baptised in St. Albans, 

18 Feb. 1564/5, died in London, between 1 Aug. 1634 and 
26 Jan. 1634/5, testate, daughter of Robert and Catha- 
rine (Stokes) Pemberton, and sister of Roger Pemberton, 
Esqe, Of St. Albans, lord of the Manor of Wotten, co. 
Beds, and High Sheriff of Herts, 1620. 

Alice (Pemberton) Williams' nephew, Ralph Pemberton, 
Esq-, son of the above Roger, was Mayor of St. Albans, 
and his son, Sir Francis, became the Lord Chief Justice 
of England under Charles II, and senior counsel for the 
Seven Bishops in their trial. For a careful and excel- 
lent account of the Pembertons, see N. E. Register, 78: 
272-6, and the Rhode Island Hist. Soc. Collections, 
1944, by that eminent genealogist, G. Andrews Moriarty, 
Esq. Roger Pemberton's will of 13 Nov. 1624, proved 
5 Dec. 1627, remembered his cousin and godson, Roger 
Williams, with £10. Among the testator's issue was 
Catharine Pemberton, who married William Angell, and 
Ralph Pemberton, whose second son, Robert, married Su- 
san, sister of Rev. Josse Glover, whose widow became 
the wife of Henry Dunster, President of Harvard. Rob- 
ert Pemberton, father of Alice, was buried in St. Al- 
bans, 10 July 1578; and the administration of his es- 
tate was granted, 30 Sept. 1578, to the widow Katharine 
(see Waters, Gleanings]. 

James Williams was made free of the Merchant Tailors 
Company in London, 7 Apr. 1587, and lived on Cow Lane, 
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within the parish of St. Sepulchres without New Gate, 
in London. The records of this parish perished in the 
Great Fire. His will is published, in full, as is that 
of his widow, in Waters' Gleanings Sea De pages 327-8. 
As Roger was still a minor, 16 Mar. 1622/3 [Orphans! 
Recognizances 1590-1633, see G. A. Moriarty, American 
Seat 20:234-5, Apr. 1944), he was born about 

Under the will of his mother, Alice Williams, Robert 
Williams was named executor and residuary legatee. His 
maladministration of her estate was the reason for a 
chancery suit brought by his brothers "Sydrach" and 
Roger, 15 Aug. 1644, against Walter Chauncy, citizen 
and goldsmith of London, and the overseers, in an ef- 
fort to recover real estate. The case was first heard 
before 12 Oct. 1643, and again 21 June 1644, and was 
lost when Roger, although then in England, refused to 
appear in court, 28 Aug. 1644,-as that would have ne- 
cessitated his taking an oath, contrary to his beliefs 
[see N. E. Register, 75:234-5 and 97:176-81]. Later in 
life, Roger referred to these losses in Chancery in 
George Fox digg'd out of his Burrowes [pub. Boston, 
Tovey. in which he speaks of his brother Sidrach as "a 
Turkey Merchant in London." During another trip to 
England, 1651-54, Roger intended to reopen this suit, 
but apparently did not do so; see James Ernst, Roger 
Williams (1932), to which author and book I am indebted. 

Mentio- has been made of a possible relationship be- 
tween James Williams, father of our Roger (evidently 
named for Roger Pemberton) and a Rev. Koger Williams of 
St. Albans. Alumni Cantabrigiensis (1926), pae 417, 
cites: "Williams, Roger, B.A., from Queens' 1571-23 
M.A. 15753 B.D. 1582. Fellow. Perhaps R. of St. Al- 
bans, Herts, 1582; V. of St. Peter's, St. Albans, 1592. 
Licence (Bishop of London) Jan. 23, 1583-4, to marry 
Alice Asheton, of Chrishall Magna, Essex, spinster, 
dau. of William Asheton, V. of Meldreth, Cambs. Buried 
Nov. 10, 1626, at Abbey. Will Archd. St. Albans (J. 
Ch. Smith. )" 

To which we may add that his will, nuncupative, 26 
June 1619, leaving all his property to his second wife, 
was proved 2 Jan. 1626. He had married second, at St. 
Albans, 7 June 1613, Affrodasia (Zinzan) Moore, widow 
of William Moore of St. Albans and daughter of Alexan- 
der Zinzan of St. Michaels there, gentleman. Roger was 
ordained a deacon and priest, 18 Sept. 1575, at Payns- 
wich, Diocese of Gloucester, and was inducted into rec- 
tory at St. Albans, 7 Mar. 1581/2 [Waters gives 30 Apr. 
1583] and into vicarage St. Peters, 1 Mar. 1591/2 [Wa- 
ters, 332; N. E. Register, 78:267; 97:175]. 

A Lewis Williams had a son, Roger, baptised August, 
1607, at St. Albans, the father being designated "Mr.", 
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as noted by Waters. And Mr. Moriarty, already referred 
to, made suggestions in 1943 for further Williams re- 
search in England [N. E. Register, 97:176], which have 
not been followed to my knowledge. 

The following children are named in the wills of 
James Williams and his widow, Alice (Pemberton) Willi- 
ams, in 1620 and 1634; orderof birth not certain: 


i. Sidrach, b. doubtless by 1599 or earlier; admitted to 
Merchant Tailors of London, 20 Feb. 1629, as son of 
James; he was lic. to m. 10 Oct. 1621, as "Sudrach" 
of St. Gabriel, Fenchurch St., merchant tailor, Anne 
Pinner of St. Michael, Querne St., widow of Francis 
Pinner, at St. Michaels. As a merchant to Turkey and 
Italy, he took an apprentice 6 Mar. 1626, For his 
1626 and 1628 Chancery suits, see N, E, Register, 75: 
23u-5. Later, in 163, he started suit, for himself 
and his brother Roger, in the matter of his mother's 
proverty, which had been badly cared for by their 
brother Robert. In 1676 he was referrei to as a 
Turkey Merchant by his brother Roger. Administra- 
tion of his estate was granted, 29 Apr. 1647, to John 
Myster, the principal creditor, Sydrach being de- 
scribed as "lately of St. Olave Hart Street, London, 
but at Barwick in the County of York deceased." 

ii. Catharine, m. (1) as his second wife, Raloh Wightman, 
of Mary le Bow, London, who d. testate between 27 
Dec. 1628 and 9 Feb. 1628/9 (Waters, 329-30), widower 
of Judith 3 m. (2) John Davies, Clerk (or minis- 
ter). Children (Wightman): James; Dorcas; Rebecca; 
(Davies): Flizabeth; Hester. 

*iii. Roger, b. about 1506; m. Mary Barnard. 

iv. Robert, b. about 1610; of London, England, and Provi- 
dence, and Newport, R.I.; d. s.p. about 1680-1681; 
legatee unier will of father James; under age 16 
Mar. 1622/3; apprenticed to brother Sydrach in Mer- 
chant Tailors Co., London, 6 Mar. 1626/7; executor 
and residuary legatee under will of his mother Alice, 
1 Aug. 163; his maladministration of her estate oc- 
casioned the 163-l Chancery suit brought by his 
brothers; meeting with financial reverses, he went to 
New Englani shortly before 15 Aug. 164, where he 
settled in Rhode Island and held offices of promi- 
nence, evidently forgiven by his brother Roger. For 
further data, see G,A. Moriarty in American Genealo- 
gist, 20:235; he is oddly omitted by Austin. 


Roger Williams, A.B., son of James and Alice (Pem- 
berton) Williams, was born, perhaps in London, about 
1605-6; aged fifty-six in 1662, a minor on 16 Mar. 
1622/3; died in Providence, R.I., between 27 Jan. and 
15 Mar. 1683. [For date of birth, see G. A. Moriarty 
in Coll. R.I. Hist. Soc., 28:112-5.] He married, in 
All Saints, High Laver, Essex, 15 Dec. git Mary Bar- 
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probably in Providence, date not known, daughter of the 
noted Puritan divine, the Rev. Richard Barnard. 

For the identification of the wife of Roger, see 
Emily Easton's "Mary Barnard" [Coll. R.i. Hist. Soc., 
vol. 29, July 1936], also her fine Roger Williams pub- 
lished in 1930. Mary Barnard's father was Rector of 
Worksop and of Batcombe, co. Somerset. Her brother, 
Musachiel Barnard, tailor, from Batcombe, sailed to New 
England 20 Mar. 1634/5 and settled in Weymouth, Mass. 
He was undoubtedly the "MY Barnerd....brother to Mr 
Williams his wife" mentioned by William Harris in a 
letter of 14 Nov. 1666 [Pub. R.I. Hist. Soc., 8:68). 

As Waters prints in full the will of Roger's father, 
dated 7 Sept. 1620 and proved 19 Nov. 1621, it will not 
be given here. He gave his sons Roger and Robert a 
moiety of a third of the estate. The will of the widow, 
also published by Waters, dated 1 Aug. 1634 and proved 
26 Jan. 1634/5, gave to her "son Roger Williams now be- 
yond the seas," £10 a year for twenty years. The sil- 
ver, gilt, lace, jewelry, etc., mentioned in this docu- 
ment proclaim the economic status the family had achiev- 
ed at this period. 

Roger was admitted a pensioner to Sutton's Hospital 
(now Charter House) in London, 25 June 1621, having at- 
tracted the interest and protection of Sir Edward Coke 
by proficiency in shorthand in the Star Chamber, as 
evidenced by Mrs. Sadleir's letters, to be mentioned 
later. On 9 July 1624, as "John," Roger took an ex- 
hibition there. He entered Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
29 June 1623, matriculated 7 July 1625, and received 
his first degree, January, 1626/7; continued a few 
terms longer and then left the university. By 20 Feb. 
1629, he had become private chaplain to Sir William 
Masham, of Oates, High Laver, Essex, having taken holy 
orders. This Tudor house, in the possession of the 
Mashams until the death of Lord Masham in 1776, was de- 
molished in 1804. However, traces of the moat and some 
buildings could be seen many years later. The Mashams 
were of importance to Roger's career and subsequent 
connections. 

Sir William Masham of Otes or Oates, son of William 
and Alice (Colton) Masham, born about 1592, admitted to 
the Inner Temple 1610, created Baronet 1621, served in 
Parliament 1624-5, and died 1656; he married Elizabeth 
Barrington, daughter of Sir Francis and Joan (Cromwell) 
Barrington, widow of Sir James Altham. By Altham, 
Elizabeth had a daughter Joanna, who became the wife of 
Oliver St. John; Ernst (why, I do not know) calls her 
Judith. In the family, Joanna was known as "Jug." 
Joan, wife of Sir Francis Barrington, mother of Lady 
Masham and grandmother of "Jug" Altham, was a daughter 
of Sir Henry Cromwell and an aunt of Oliver Cromwell. 
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Her sister, Frances Cromwell, married Richard Whalley; 
their son Edward Whalley was later one of the Regicides, 
their daughter Mary married Sir Thomas Eliot, while 
another daughter, Jane Whalley, lived with her aunt, 
Lady Barrington. 

In the spring of 1629, Roger aspired to the hand of 
Jane Whalley. His offer being rejected, his second 
letter to her aunt, Lady Barrington, bitterly offended 
her, but she soon married Jane off to the Rev. William 
Hooke. The Hockes later went to New England, to Taun- 
ton and New Haven, but returned in 1656 to England. 
Roger soon recovered from any disappointment and, in 
the late autumn of 1629, after a serious illness, be- 
came engaged to Mary Barnard. Early in December, Lady 
Masham wrote her mother that "Mr. Williams is to marry 
Mary Barnard, Jug Altham's maid." She was not a ser- 
vant, of course, in the modern sense, but a "waiting- 
woman." The pair were married at All Saints, the par- 
ish church, and in the marriage entry Roger is desig- 
nated a "clergyman." 

Less than a year later, 1 Dec. 1630, Roger and his 
wife embarked at Bristol on the ship Lion, arriving at 
Nantucket 5 Feb. 1631 with "about Twenty passengers and 
two hundred tons of goods," Winthrop calling Roger a 
"godly minister." From his letter to Lady Barrington, 
we know that Roger had received a call to Boston which 
he had declined. It had been expected that Roger would 
settle, as a minister, in Boston, but as the church 
here had not completely separated from the mother charm 
in England, he refused, for he was an out and out sep- 
aratist from the established church and would not com- 
promise. He therefore went to Plymouth, but remained 
there only a short time, being called to Salem to as- 
sist Skelton in his ministries. He was ordained in Sa- 
lem, 12 Apr. 1631, but for some reason stayed only a 
few months. That summer, he again went to Plymouth to 
assist the pastor, Ralph Smith, and remained there for 
two years. 

Bradford wrote of him: "M™ Roger Williams (a man 
godly & zealous, having many precious parts, but very 
unsettled in judgmente) came over first to y® Massachu- 
sets, but upon some discontente left yt Place, and came 
hither....and after some time was admitted a member of 
y® church," etc. [Bradford's History of Plimouth Plan- 
tation, edit. 1901, pp. 369-70]. 


While at Plymouth he learned to farm, and also be- 
came much interested in the indians, learned their lan- 
guage and gained their confidence. This was to be most 
useful to Roger and to all New England in his later 
role of peacemaker. He became acquainted then with 
Massasoit and Canonicus, the last-named ge the Sa- 
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chased large tracts of land from the Narragansetts (the 
deed was not recorded until 1662), and established trad 
ing posts there. In his own words, "God was pleased to 
give me a painful, patient spirit to lodge with them in 
their filthy smoke holes (even while I lived in Plym- 
outh and Salem) to gain their tongue." He was ever af- 
ter an ardent supporter of the Indians and they trusted 
him. He even got into serious political trouble in his 
contention that the King had no right to grant land to 
the Bay Colony, as he was not the owner of this land, 
the Indians being the original owners and entitled to 
be paid for it. 

The will of Dr. Samuel Fuller, made 30 July and pro- 
bated 28 Oct. 1633, forgives "mT Roger Williams" what 
is due "me upon my booke for phisick" [The Mayflower 
Descendant, 1:28]. During the fall of 1633, after the 
birth of his eldest child, he left Plymouth, later ob- 
taining dismission from the church there. He returned 
to Salem, again assisting Skelton, and on the death of 
_ the latter, 2 Aug. 1634, became pastor there. All this 
time, he was apparently feeling his way, but now he be- 
came more public with his personal views as to property, 
freedom of worship, separation of church and state, and 
began to get into hot water with the Bible Commonwealth 
and its hierarchy in Boston. By 27 Dec. 1633 he was in 
trouble because of a "dangerous" treatise on local gov- 
ernment, written in Plymouth; excused for this, a year 
later he was again broadcasting his views against the 
Patent and thus against the King; that was serious] 

In April, 1635, he was presented at Court, this time 
for his firm belief that the Magistrates had no right 
to tender an oath to an unregenerate man, a doctrine 
considered to be subversive of the authority of courts. 
In July he was again summoned and charged with danger- 
ous opinions; things became hotter, came to a head, and 
he was dismissed as pastor at Salem, 19 Oct. 1635, hav- 
ing first withdrawn of his own accord. Some of his 
followers had come with him to Salem from Plymouth, and 
they now joined with him, at his own home, for teach- 
ing. Meanwhile, Boston had banished him, 3 Sept. 1635: 

"Whereas M™ Roger Williams, one of the elders of the 
church of Salem, hath broached & dyvulged dyvers newe & 
dangerous opinions, against the authoritie of magis- 
trates....it is therefore ordered, that the said Mr 
Williams shall depte out of this jurisdiccon within 
sixe weekes....not to returne any more without licence 
a se Court."(Shurtleff, Records of Mass. Bay, 1: 

1 O-1. 

His wife was due to give birth the following month, 
so the Court gave permission for him to remain in Salem 
until the winter ended. But in January, 1636, they 
Planned to seize him and send him back to England for 
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trial. Winthrop, always his confidant and friend, 
warned him, and when the officers arrived to arrest 
him, Roger had left Salem three days before, his des- 
tination (as they had feared) being the Narragansett 
country. He had a hard time of it, going from Salem to 
the Narragansetts, in the midst of the cruel New Eng- 
land winter, and years later wrote: "I was sorely 
tossed for one fourteen weeks in a bitter winter season, 
not knowing what bed or bread did mean." It is remark- 
able that Roger was never bitter against the Bay for 
his banishment; indeed, he saved the people of the Bay 
their necks more than once when the Indians threatened 
to go on the war path. He had a few companions in this 
flight, including Thomas Angell and Richard Waterman. 
To their joining with him, “he consented rather unwil- 
lingly," as he gave evidence in 1677. 

{t has often been stated that Williams was the in- 
stigator who caused the cross to be cut from the ensign 
(flag) at Salem in 1634, but the truth is not known. 

The Williams party landed at State Rock (as since 
called) to exchange greetings with the Indians and then 
went by boat to the site of his new home. However, 
first they had pitched on the east bank of the Seekonk 
River and commenced that spring of 1636 to plant, but 
were advised that they were within the limits of the 
Plymouth Colony. So they crossed the river and began 
again the new settlement, which Roger called for the 
many "Providences of the Most Holy and Only Wise..... 
Providence." He had arrivedl 

The following year, 1637, occurred the Pequot War, 
and at the request of the Bay he prevented a coalition 
of the Pequots with the Narragansetts and Mohegans, and 
wrote of the hardships of this mediation. On 24 Mar. 
1638, he took a deed from the two Indian Sachems, Ca- 
nonicus and Miantonomi, of the lands already purchased 
and settled upon, describing this matter many years la- 
ter when the plantation was assured. "Especily for the 
Recceaving of such as were Troubled Elsewhere about the 
worship of God...." he deeded, 8 Oct. 1638, to his lov- 
ing friends and neighbors an equal privilege with him- 
self in this recent purchase, for a consideration of 
£30, and this so-called grant to the Thirteen Propri- 
etors was recorded many times on the Town Records in 
confirmation thereof; to some of these documents the 
wife of Roger signed her initials in relinquishing her 
dower rights. 

The first Baptist Church in the New World was found- 
ed in 1639, and for a short time Roger acted as pastor 
and, 1 May 1639, was censured by Massachusetts for for- 
mally leaving the church in the Bay. He soon withdrew, 
and by the time of his first voyage to England (1643) 
had become a definite "Seeker." 
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The next year, 1640, he Signed the compact for the 
government of Providence, our first real democracy. He 
was appointed Agent to go to England and secure a char- 
ter for the new colony. He had to proceed by way of 
New York, as Boston was closed to him. (More than two 
centuries passed before the General Court of Massachu- 
setts rescinded the decree of banishment!) Embarking 
late in June or early in July 1643, it was during the 
long voyage that he wrote his Key to the Indian Lan- 

ages, in the dedication of which he says, "A little 
= may open a box where liest a bunch of keyes." This 
was not a grammar but a phrase book, and a clever one. 
In it appear some thirty-three lyric poems by Roger, 
several of which possess singular beauty. 

Durin, this sojourn in England, there was begun the 
Chancery suit, already mentioned in the account of his 
father, which Roger lost because he did not appear in 
Court to take oath. Sydrach, his brother, did appear. 
The trip was successful, for the Charter was granted in 
March 1643/4. Moreover, he secured, through influen- 
tial friends, a safe-conduct through the Bay, and land- 
ed in Boston, 17 Sept. 1644. His return was triumphant 
and he was met by fourteen canoes on the Seekonk, en 
route to Providence. He was very short of money, for 
he had to mortgage property in Salem in order to start 
his Providence ventures, and was unfortunate in his 
financial agents, who were either dishonest or lazy, 
perhaps both. This plagued him for some years. 

Moreover, the Bay was now claiming jurisdiction over 
Roger's holdings, as witness their letter to him of 4 
Oct. 1645 directing him to cease control or appear at 
their General Court, basing their claim on their Patent 
of 10 Dec. 1643. For years he was embroiled in argu- 
ments over the validity of his holdings, with both the 
Bay and Connecticut trying to squeeze out little Rhode 
Island. The new government at Providence, based on the 
charter he had secured, began functioning in 1647 and 
embraced the three towns of Providence, Portsmouth and 
Newport, Warwick being added later. This same year he 
wrote and published his Bloody Tenant of Persecution. 
He served as Assistant, 16]7, 1648, 166], a ‘ 
and 1672. He was also President Regent in 1649, and 
President in 1654, 1655, and 1656. 

Parliament now holding sway in England (the King was 
beheaded in 1649), Roger, with John Clarke for Warwick, 
was sent to England in November, 1651, to secure a new 
charter of ,overnment from the Commonwealth, and re- 
mained there until February, 1654, a long stay. During 
this period he published further tracts, among them 
Experiments of Spiritual Life, and Health and their 
Preservation, dedicated to Lady Vane, for he spent much 


time with the Vanes in Lincolnshire. He also published 
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the Bloody Tenant Yet more Bloody. During 1652-3, we 
have the correspondence preserved at Trinity College 
(Coke's own college) between Mrs. Sadleir, Coke's daugh- 
ter, and Roger, which tells of the latter's education. 
Roger sent her a copy of his Experiments witha graci- 
ous letter, but the lady returned the book unread with 
not so gracious a letter. More unhappy letters follow- 
ed, the lady having the last word, for she was furious 
with him. Near the direction, on the outside of Roger's 
initial letter, is a note made years afterwards, prob- 
ably after the restoration of the monarchy, by the 
still irate Anne: 

"This Roger Williams, when he was a youth, would in 
a short hand, take sermons and Speeches in the Star 
Chamber and present them to my dear father. He, see- 
ing so hopeful a youth, took such liking to him that he 
sent him in to Sutton's Hospital, and he was the second 
that was placed there; full little did he think that he 
would have proved such a rebel to God, the king, and 
his country. I leave his letters, that, if ever he has 
the face to return unto his native country, Tyburn may 
give him welcome." 

Mrs. Sadleir was a Royalist and an Anglican, and had 
no patience, of course, with the Commonwealth nor with 
non-conformity. 

For his previous trip to England, Roger had been re- 
imbursed some £100, and on this sojourn there he found 
it necessary to support himself partially, which he did 
by teaching languages, such as Dutch to John Milton, 
the poet and his friend. Apparently he taught by what 
is now called the "direct method," for Roger was pro- 
ficient in Latin, Greek, French, and Hebrew also. It 
is of interest to note that on his return from this 
second trip he was never completely paid for his ex- 
penses. Of course much of this time was spent with old 
friends in England, many of high degree. During this 
time he wrote his wife as "My dearest love and compan- 
ion in this vale of tears," so grateful upon her recov- 
ery from an illness and from his Experiments: "I send 
thee though in winter, a handful of flowers made up in 
a little posy, for thy dear self and our dear children 
to look on and smell on, when I, as grass of the field, 
shall be gone and withered." The spelling is modern- 
ized; the "posy" was this book. 

He again returned in triumph to New England in Feb- 
ruary, 1654, with confirmation of the previous charter, 
and with another and even more potent "safe-conduct" 
through hostile Boston, and wrote to his old friend, 
Winthrop, l2 July that year, about his journey and that 
he now "desires of keeping home," and tells of his 
teaching Milton. 

The next twenty years were exceedingly involved and 
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extraordinarily busy ones, for he had enemies at home 
as well as at the Bay. We have seen that he was Presi- 
dent of the Colony, 1654-1657, and it was durin: this 
period that he had trouble with Will Harris for "open 
Defieance," and with others as "Comon Aposers of all 
Authority," Thomas Angell and associates being the 
"Ringeleaders in new devisions," in 1656-7. He became 
a Freeman in 1655, and a Commissioner at the Court of 
Commissioners, 1655-6, 1658, 1659, and 1661; served on 
boundary committees, Oct. -_ in connection with the 
Plymouth boundary, and Oct. 1664 and May 1672 in con- 
nection with the Connecticut boundary. A temporary 
suspension of his Banishment was granted him by the Bay 
15 May 1656, but he was suspicious of the intent. An- 
other statement of his original purchase of Providence 
from the Indians was enrolled in 1657 and many times 
thereafter. Charles II ascended the throne in 1660, 
and the new charter finally arrived in 1663, giving 
Roger all that he was anxious for and naming him as As- 
sistant. In 1665 he was one of the first Magistrates 
of the King's Province and in 1067 became Deputy--Gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island. He appears in a new list of 
Freemen in Providence in 1669, and served on the Town 
eer 1670, 1678, 1679, and 1680, and as Town Clerk, 
1675-6. 

Philip was determined to regain New England, and al- 
though Rhode Island had plenty of warning of his inten- 
tions, the Quakers, who had taken over much of the gov- 
ernment there since 1672, did nothing. (Due to their 
neglect of preparation for the protection of the Colony, 
the Quakers lost their power in 1676.) The Indians at- 
tacked Rehoboth, 28 Mar. 1676, and the next day appear- 
ed at Providence. The "aged" Roger Williams, leaning 
on his staff, goes the tale, went out to meet them, un- 
armed, as he had so long been their friend. Their old 
men warned him of his danger, that many strange Indians 
were present, so he returned to the Garrison House; 
most of Providence going up in flames. 

We all know the final outcome of that war, after 
Philip was killed on the 12th of August following. On 
the 14th of that month, Roger was listed as one of 
those "who staid and went not away" from Providence, so 
had a share in the disposition of the Indian captives, 
whose services were sold for a term of years. Because 
of his activities in safeguarding the Bay against the 
indians, especially in Philip's War, and of his many 
services over a period of years as mediator and peace- 
maker between iihite and Red Indian, he received a con- 
ditional suspension of his Banishment by the General 
Court of the Bay, 31 Mar. 1676: 

"Whereas MY Roger Williams stands at present under a 
sentence of Restraint from coming into this colony yet 
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considring how readyly &« freely at all tymes hath serv- 
ed the English Interest in this time of warre wth the 
Indians & manifested his particular respects to the Au- 
thority of this colony in several services desired of 
him, &« further understanding how by the last assault of 
the Indians upon Providence his House is burned & him- 
self in his old age reduced to an uncomfortable « dis- 
setled state Out of compassion to him in this condition 
The Councill doe order & Declare that if the Sayd Mr 
Williams shall see cause & desire it he shall have lib- 
erty to repayre into any of of Towns for his security 

& comfortable abode during these Public Troubles He be- 
having himself peaceably « inoffensively & not dissem- 
inating & venting any of his different opinions in mat- 
ters of religion to the dissatisfaction of any. Past 
by y® Council the 31th of March 1676 ER s" 

(The initials are those of Edward Rawson, the Secretary: 
Mass. Archives, 10:233.] 

Old as he was, at least over seventy, Roger had been 
commissioned a captain of the local train band in Prov- 
idence in October, 1675, which was after the war began 
(June 1675) and before Providence was involved (March 
1676). Fox, the Quaker, and Williams, the Seeker, now 
became involved in a heated argument, ending in a de- 
bate, which caused the latter to publish his George Fox 
digg'd out of his Burrowes in 1676. It was in this 
treatise he mentioned his brother the Turkey merchant 
and the case which he had lost in Chancery years be- 
fore. On 2 July 1679, Roger called himself "near to 
four score years." Ina letter to Gov. Bradstreet, 6 
May 1682, he referred to himself as "old and weak and 
bruised with rupture and colic and lameness on both my 
feet," wrote about a publication he was contemplating, 
and concluded, "But these are but sublunaries, tempora- 
ries and trivials. kternity, O Eternity, is our busi- 
ness. 

On 16 Jan. 1682/3 he signed his last deed, relative 
to the thirteen proprietors of Providence [Early Rec- 
ords of Providence, 4:73-76; 15:236], and, an. 

/3, With Throckmorton and Field, was a bondsman for 
Sarah Neal, "or the child she now goes with," that they 
might remain in the town. At this last date, he pre- 
sented a petition as to the peaceable settlement of the 
differences between Providence and Pawtuxet. These 
were his last public appearances. We do not know the 
actual date of his death, but it took place between 27 
Jan. 1683 and 15 Mar. 1683, when William Adams wrote to 
John Richards that "Mr. Williams is lately deceased." 
He was buried on his own land. Ernst states that the 
wife, Mary, survived and had her share of divisions 
= her lifetime, but others state she died soon af- 
ter 1676. There is a memorial inscription to Roger in 
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the Chapel Cloister of his old schocl, Charter House, 
in London. 

Moses Brown's manuscript letters (1828-29) tell that 
in 1771 Brown had talked with John Angell (born 1691) 
in Providence, whose mother told Angell that Williams! 
last words were: "i [or we] have been all wrong" [N. E. 
Register, 14:31-2]. If these were indeed his last ~ 
words, what was meant? 

In 1374 the Narragansett Club issued his correspon- 
dence with Winthrop, which had appeared in the Collec- 
tions of the Massachusetts Historical Society; they are 
better printed, however, in the New Winthrop Bapers, 
Volumes i-V (1929, 1931, 1943, 1944, 1947). 

A deed of William Carpenter, 25 Apr. 1683, calls him 
the last survivor of the Thirteen Proprietors of Paw- 
tuxet—of whom Williams had been one. The Providence 
tax list of 1 Sept. 1687 cites "The Estate of y® de- 
ceased Roger Williams" at 00-01-06. 

We have seen that Roger had trouble with Massachu- 
setts Bay, Connecticut, and Plymouth Colonies, over 
bounds; the claims of the first two would have wiped 
cut a separate Rhode Island. He also had trouble with 
Will Harris, the Pawtuxet men, the Dutch, Atherton, and 
many others, all anxious to seize authority. He fought 
constantly ana was ever on the alert for the interests 
of the colony he had founded, and he won! When things 
were darkest, \iother England, whether under Parliament 
or King, came to the rescue of Roger Williams and Prov- 
idence. 

Not only was he the founder and saviour of Providence 
and Rhode Island. He was also a loyal friend to the 
Indians, of whose language he was the first translator 
and the first to recognize that they were the original 
and real owners of ali this land: 


"Boest not vrouc English, of thv birth & blood, 
Thy brother Iniian is by birth as Good." 
(4 Key into the Language of America, Williams, 163, o. 53.) 


He was also our first proponent of complete separation 
of church and state and of liberty of conscience. It 
will be noted that the Quakers found sanctuary with him 
in 1656, and that the first Jewish Synagogue in the New 
World was erected in Newport two years later. 

Moreover, a scholar and poet, of no mean ability, he 
was a clever and useful diplomat, enjoying the esteem 
of most of his contemporaries. Indeed, he had the fe- 
licity, not only of making friends easily, but of keep- 
ing them. He must have had great charm, and we know 
that he was extremely handsome. Raised an Anglican, 

a Non-conformist preacher of the Bay, a founder of the 
first Baptist Church on these shores, he finally left 
all sects to become a "Seeker," and, from at least 1643, 


| 
| 


ROGER WILLIAMS 209 


was his own church ana his own faith for forty years. 

A mystic, he was a forerunner of the Transcendentalists 
of the nineteenth century. And a believer in the 
rights of the common man, he was likewise a forerunner 
of the Jeffersonian Democracy of that century. 


"God makes a Path, vrovides a Guide 

And feeds in Wildernesse! 

His glorious Name while breath remaines, 
O that I may confesse 


Lost many a time, I have had no guide 
No House, but hollow Tree! 

In stormy Winter night no Fire 

No Food, no Company: 


In him I have found a House, a Bed, 
A Table, Company: 
No cud so bitter, but's made sweet, 
When God shall Sweetning be." 
(Key into the Language of America, Williams, 1643, ». 78.) 


Children: 


i. Mary, bd. first week Aug. 1632, Plymouth; d. 1681; m. 
about 1651, John Sayles. Ernst states that she sur- 
vived her father (he lacked a genealogical editor!). 
See Early Records of Providence, 1):225, 253; 15: 
2153; 20: 3985 American Genealogist, 15:228. 

Freeborn, b latter end of Oct. 1635, Salem; d. = Jan. 
1710; m. (1) Thomas Hart; m. (2) 6 Mar. 1683, Gov. 
Walter Clarke. 

Providence, b. latter end of Sept. 1638, Providence; 
d. unm., March 1686, res. Newport. 

Mercy, b. 715 July 160, Providence; d. by 2h Nov. 
1705; m. (1) about 1659, Resolved Waterman; m. (2) 
2 Jan. 1677, Samuel Winsor. See this writer's ms. 
"Waterman Line," comoiled for Mrs. Morrison, a copy 
at the New England Historic Genealogical Society. 

Daniel, b. 715 Feb. 162, Providence; d. 1h May 1712; 
m. 2 Dec. 1676, Rebecca (Rhodes) Power, who d. 1727, 
widow of Nicholas Power, and dau, of Zachariah and 
Joanna (Arnold) Rhodes. See this writer's ms. 
"Rhodes Line," comoiled for Mrs. Morrison, a copy at 
the New England Historic Genealogical Society. 

vi. Joseph, b. 12 Dec, 1643, Providence; d. 17 Aug. 172h; 
m. 17 Dec. 1669, Lyiia Olney. 


Note: Because of the unique versonality and historical impor- 
tance of Roger Williams, we have departed from our usual oolicy of 
according space only to strictly genealogical data, and have in- 
cluded Mrs. Holman's excellent summary of the great man's career. 
We had honed to include also her extensive bibliography of the 
principal authorities consulted, but for several reasons have been 
forced to omit it. A covy may be seen in Boston at the librarv of 
the New Englan’ Historic Genealogical Society. 


ADDITiONS AND CORRECTiONS TO AUSTIN'S 
GENEALOGICAL DICTIONARY OF RHODE ISLAND 


By G. Andrews Moriarty, A.M., LL.B., F.S.A. 


(Previous instalments in vols. 19 to 21, 2h to 28) 


BARTON. (Fages 250-1, 3rd column.) Rufus: had is- 
sue by his wife Sarah (Robinson): 


Marv, b. 2 Dec. 1705, lst day of the week, 
Benjamin, b. 21 July 1707, 2nd day of the week. 
Rowlan*, b. 7 Aoril 1709, Sth day of the week. 
Margaret, b. 13 Sevt. 1711, 5th day of the week. 
John, b. 7 March 1714, 3rd dav of the week. 
Ebenezer, b. 28 May 1717, 2nd day of the week. 
Rufus, b. 9 Jan. 1719, 7th day of the week. 
Sarah, b. 28 April 1722, Sth day of the week. 
William, b. 12 Sept. 1726, 2nd day of the week. 
(From a family document, see New Eng. Hist. & Gen. Register, 65: 
380-1, where some additional Information is given. ) 


BROWN (Chad, page 258). (Page 260, 2nd column. ) 
Jeremiah of Newport. Add to his children in 3rd column 
(page 261): 


ii. John, of age 1693 when James and John Brown of Newport 
sold to Joseph Latham land in Providence adjoining 
lands which in later deeds are described as adjacent 
to the land which Latham "purchased of the sons of 
Jeremiah Browne" (Providence Deeds). Children not 
traced. 

iii. ~- (verhaos) William, b. about 1676; will dated 1 June 
1752, vroved 12 Feb. 1753; m. at Kingstown, R.I., 
2 Nov. 1707, Elizabeth, dau. of Rowland and Mary 
(Allen) Robinson. Seven children. In 1711, called 
"of Jamestown," he vurchased land in the Pettyquam- 
scot Purchase. Removed to Kingstown. Communicant 
of Church of England. 

iv. Samuel, b. Mar. 1680; d. at South Kingstown in 1762 
(will dated 22 June 1757, proved 16 Aug. 1762); m. 
(1) at Kingstown, 22 Oct. 1702, Mary 3m. (2) 
Marcy (b. 2 Feb. 1698/9), dau. of Edward and Hannah 
Carr of Jamestown, and widow of John Weeden. Ten 
children. 

v. Daniel, b. vrobably at Newport; d. orobably 1726 (in- 
ventorv taken 16 Nov. 1726); m. Frances, dau. of 
John ani Doreas (Gardiner) Watson. His farm of 29 
acres was in the Shanack Purchase, with 17 acres 
adjoining in Wood River Purchase (in old Westerly). 
On 26 Aor. 1712, Daniel Browne and wife Frances con- 
veyed to "brother Samuel Browne" his rights in the 
farm where Samuel lived in Pettyquamscot Purchase be- 
queathed to Daniel by the will of his father, Jere- 
miah Browne (So. Kingston Deeds, 2:209). Eight 
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children. 
vi. Joseph, b. probably at Newport; d. at Glocester, R.I., 
13 Mar. 17643; will dated 2 Feb. 176i, proved 21 Mar. 
1763; m. (1) about 1703, Sarah, dau. of John and Sa- 
rah (Brown) Pray; ten children, b. at Attleborough; 
m. (2) at. Glocester, 27 Apr. 1751, Hannah, au. of 
John and Mary (Russell) Lapham; four children, b. at 
Glocester. Josedh lived at Newport, Westerly and 
Kingstown, R.I., Attleborough, Mass., and Glocester, 
R.I. In 171k Joseph Browne of Attleborough, "son of 
Mr. Jeremiah Browne, late of Newoort, deceased," sold 
land in Swansea (Taunton Deeds, 8:720). 
vii. (possibly) Mary, m. John Paine of Newport, saddler, 
whose will, dated 15 May 170, was proved l June 170k 
(New Sng. Hist. and Gen.Register, 83:85). In the 
article referrei to 5Selow, Mr. Browne suggests that 
Mary may have been a daughter of Jeremiah because 
John Paine an? his wife Mary in 1701/2 sold to Samuel 
Browne of Kingstown land in the Pettyquamscot Pur- 
chase, 30 acres "interim of Jeremiah Browne late of 
Newvort" (So. Kingston Deeds). However, as John 
Paine bought this lan? of Lathon Clarke on 25 Nov. 
1700 (R.I. Colonv Needs), this conclusion seems to be 
very uncertain. 
viii. Hannah, b. 1688/9; d. lh Aug. 17543 m. Jonathan Haven of 
Shelter Islan7, N.Y. 
Perhaps other children. 
(Most of the above data are from "Chad Browne and His Nesceniants" 
by William Bradford Browne of North Adams, Mass., in New Eng. Hist. 
and Gen. Register, 80:73-86, 170-185), q. v. for the children of 
the next two cenerations. ) = 


HULL (Joseph). Page 108, 1st column. Joseph was 
apparently alive in October, 1720. 

Page 110, 2nd column. To the children of Joseph add 
Reuben, who was executed for murder, 23 June 1720. In 
Oct. 1719, the General Assembly of Rhode Island ordered 
the sheriff to sell the personal estate of Reuben Hull, 
"now in His Majesty's jail, convicted of murder" [R.I. 
Col. Rec., 1:262). In May 1720, Reuben Hull, who was 
convicted of murder in October 1719, and who was in 
jail, was granted a stay of execution until 23 June 
next, but on 14 June 1/720 the Assembly ordered that he 
be no longer reprieved and that he be executed 23 June 
libid., 1:269, 272). 

in Oct. 1720 the General Assembly granted the peti- 
tion of John Segar of Kingstown, touching an estate of 
150 acres in Westerly, late of Reuben Hull, lately ex- 
ecuted for murder. The petition set forth that Reuben 
Hull had received the land by deed of gift from his 
father Joseph, with remainders, if he died without is- 
sue, to Joseph Hoxie and John Seger, sons of John Hoxie 
and John Segar, "the brothers-in-law of the said Reuben 
Hull." It appeared that after the arrest of Keuben, 
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John Hoxie had given the deed to Reuben's father Jo- 
seph, "who has since concealed the same, whereby the 
aforesaid Joseph Hoxie and John Segar, sons of John 
Hoxie and John Segar, are like to be defrauded." The 
Assembly ordered that the land be given to the said 
John Segar and John Hoxie as feofees in trust for their 
sons. (Locument in the possession of Mr. Charles J. 
Clark of Perryville, R.i., transcribed by W. Louis 
Frost, ksq., of Perryville.) Reuben died without is- 
sue. The murder was referred to by "Shepard" Tom Hazard 
in his "Johnnycake Papers." 


LOW. (Page 339, 3rd column.) Samuel of Warren, R. 
I., married first, about 1722, Elizabeth (b. Medfield, 
Mass., 31 Oct. 1689), daughter of br. John Wilson of 
3raintree, Mass., and granddaughter of the famous John 
Wilson, M.A. (Cambridge, 1604) of Boston, Mass. They 
had issue three children: Anne (m. 10 Dec. 1743, Joseph 
Bosworth, Jr., of Rehoboth, Mass.), John Wilson, and 
Hooker. ‘Samuel married second, intention 31 Jan.1735/6 
isabel, daughter of Richard and Eleanor (Sayles) Greene 
of Warwick, R.1., and had: Samuel. [New Eng. Hist. and 
Gen. hegister, 61:129. 


ROBINSON. (Rowland), page 1605, 2nd column. Eliza- 
beth. Her husband was probably ason of Jereniah Brown 
of Newport, R.I., and a grandson of Chad of Providence 
[New Eng. Hist. and Gen. Register, 80:80.) 


SAUNDERS, Tobias. Page 173, lst column. Tobias 
Saunders appears to have been an iron worker and in 
1649 he was at the Saugus iron works and was living in 
the house of Lawrence Turner. On 11: 7mo.: 1649 he was 
a witness in the Salem Court for Nicholas Pinion in the 
case of Pray vs. Pinion. On 24: 7mo.: 1650 John Chacks- 
well testified in the Ipswich Court in the case of Law- 
rence Turner vs. Henry Lenord et ux. Mary regarding the 
unseemly doings of Saunders and Sarah wife of said Tur- 
ner. (Essex Quarterly Court Records, 1:173-4, 198.] At 
this same Court, Saunders was surety for John Bond in 
the case of Bond vs. Hardman for slander concerning the 
brisk attempts of Bond on Dorothy Pray, aged 16 years. 
Saunders, Pinion and Bond, workers at the Iron Works, 
were clearly close friends. 


TOSH. Page 207, 2nd column. (William.) A statement 
by Simon Ray, Jr., in 1734, in the case of Penelope 
Holway (daughter of William Tosh and wife of Benjamin 
Holway of South Kingstown) against Acres Tosh (son of 
Daniel, brother of William) for certain land on Block 
Island, shows that William Tosh's wife, Penelope, was 
born Fenelope Niles and at that date she had a sister 
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living in Connecticut, named Abigail. Penelope and 
Abigail were probably the children of John Niles of 
Block Island (son of John! of Braintree) who died there 
7 Sept. 1683. [Statement in possession of Bradford F. 
Swan, Esq., of Providence, R.I.; New Eng. Hist. and 
Gen. Register, 85:10. ] 


SANFORD. The following will, sent me by the well- 
known genealogist, Mr. Francis Richmond Sears of Swan- 
sea, Mass., adds somewhat to our knowledge of the Tiv- 
erton Sanfords and is an unusually valuable genealogi- 
cal document. 

The will of "Samuel Sanford of Tiverton....weaver," 
dated 26 Aug. 1773, and, possibly, proved 4 Oct. 1773, 
mentioned: 

"to my brother in Law Smiton Hart, my blue Duroy 
Coatece. 

"to my Couzen William Sanford, son of my brother 
Restcome Sanford, Deceas@, my blue broad Cloth strait 
body coat, also two Silver Dollars that he hath now in 
his hands.... 

"unto my beloved sister Eliphal Hart wife of Smiton 
Hart the Sum of Twenty Silver Dollars twelve of which 
Twenty she hath now in her possession « the other Eight 
to be paid her in three months after my Decease by my 
Executor herein after named.... 

"to my Couzen Joseph Hart son of Smiton Hart afore- 
said two Silver Dollars to be paid to him in three 
months after my Decease by my Executor.... 

"to my Couzen Deborah Hart.Daughter of Smiton Hart 
aforesaid two Silver Dollars & to be paid as above said 
by my Executor.... 

"to my Couzen Isaac Sanford son of my brother Peleg 
Sanford Deceasd three Silver Dollars to be paid in 
three months after my Decease by my Executor.... 

"unto my Couzen Sarah Davis wife of Jonathan Davis 
of Dartmouth my three Quart puter bason also four sil- 
ver Dollars to be Delivered to her in three months af- 
ter my Deceas by my Executor.... 

"unto Peleg Sanford son of my Couzen William Sanford 
son of my brother Restcome Sanford Deceasd & unto his 
Heires & assigns forever Fifty Silver Milled Dollars to 
be paid in three months after my Decease as aforesaid.. 

"to my thirteen Couzens Namely Restcome Sanford, Geor 
Sanford, Ephraim Sanford, Mary Borden wife of Samuel 
Borden, Deborah Hart wife of Constant Hart, Sarah Taber 
wife of George Taber, Elizabeth Willingstone wife of 
Ichabud eis tg children of my brother Restcome 
Sanford Deceas@ — also John Sanford, Philip Sanford, 


Peleg Sanford, Sanuel Sanford, Prissiller Sanford, 
children of my brother Peleg Sanford Deceas4 & Deborah 
Taber Daughter of Philip Taber of Dartmouth & Mary his 
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wife the sum of one shilling to Each of them my sd 
thirteen Couzens & to be paid in three months after my 
Decease by my Executor.... 
"to the Reverend Mr Othniel Campbell two Silver Dol- 
lars to be paid in three months after my Decease [etc.] 
"to my Couzen Samuel Sanford son of my brother Rest- 
come Sanford Deceasd & to Peleg Sanford son to my Couz- 
en William Sanford aforesaid all the Rest of my Estate 
e+eeEqually to be Divided between them 
"I Do Hereby nominate, Constitute & appoint my trus- 
ty & well beloved Couzen Samuel Sanford son of my broth- 
er Restcome aforesaid & Peleg Sanford son of William 
sanford aforesaid Joint Executors.... 
Water Taber Samuel Sanford" 
Hanner Taber 
Walter Cook 
The above is recorded in Probate Records of Tiverton 
No. 2, 1747-1768, pages 138-9. At the end of this will 
is inscribed "Turn Over" and in the middle of the fol- 
lowing page (140) is found, "In Town Councill on the 
fourth Day of October." One would have expected to 
find this will in the next volume of probate records, 
as it is preceded and followed by Town Council meetings 
in 1759, but there are some records found following 
this will in the 1770's. 


THE WIFE OF JOSHUA ANDRUS OF NEWINGTON, CONN. 


Alfred Andrews in the Andrews Memorial (1872) states 
that Joshua Andrus of Newington, Conn., born ll Dec. 
1707, married May 1731, Sybil Stoddard, born 4 Nov. 
1706. The marriage is not of public record and no Sybil 
Stoddard has been found to meet the requirements. But 
Joseph and Sybil (Fitch) Hurlbut had a daughter Sybil 
born 4 Nov. 1705. Mrs. Sybil Andrus named a son Fitch. 
The date of birth of Mrs. Sybil Andrus, as stated in 
the Andrews Memorial, 4 Nov. 1706, is the same as to 
day and month, and it errs as to the year; for the Cen- 
sus of Newington inhabitants taken in August 1776 en- 
ters Mrs. Sybil Andrus as born 4 Nov. 1705. We con- 
clude that she was Sybil Hurlbut, not Stoddard. 

Joseph Hurlbut died 24 June 1752 without probate. 
Next to him in the Newington graveyard is buried: "Mrs 
Sibbell wife of Dea" Joshua Andrus who died May y® 30 
AD: 1785, in y® 80th Year of her Age. N.B. the above 
Named (when More then 40 Years old) was Delivered of 
8 Children at 3 Births, 7 of them Born Alive within the 
Space of 2 Years & 5 Months." 

{Putnam's Monthly Historical Magazine, 7:145; Edward 
Sweetser Tillotson, Wethersfield Inscriptions, p. 157.} 
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NATHANIEL WiLLIAMS OF BOSTON 


By Robert H, Montgomery, A.B., LL.B., of Cambridge, Mass. 


Nathaniel Williams, variously described as laborer, 
glover, and shopkeeper, the third to own the Blackstone 
Six Acre Lot, probably came to Boston in 1638 or 1639, 
but from where I find no record. Listed as a laborer, 
he was admitted to the First Church, May 26, 1639; free- 
man, 1640; successively clerk of the market, constable, 
committeeman, perambulator of town bounds, sealer of 
weights and measures, and selectman. He joined the An- 
cient and Honorables in 1644, was sergeant thereof, and 
also lieutenant in a militia company. His shop is men- 
tioned in Robert Keayne's will dated Dec. 28, 1653. in 
a petition to the General Court, he joined with a group 
of glovers. The inventory of his estate shows among 
other items a stock of calico, cambric, etc. In 1639 
he was granted a great lot at Mount Wollaston. His 
home and shop were on Prison Lane (now Court Street). 
It appears that he made trips to England and was there 
March 2, 1654/5 and March 20, 1656/7 [Suffolk Deeds, 2: 
175, 302]. He died April 23, 1661. 

General references: Mass. Bay Records, III, p. 451; 
Winsor, Memorial History, I, 5/72; Book of Possessions; 
Aspinwall, p. 203; Boston Records; Roberts; Suffolk 
Deeds and Probate. 


Suffolk Probate 


Will of Nathaniell Williams dated 22-2d mo.-1661, 
proved Aug. 1, 1661. One third to my wife. My daugh- 
ter Belknap, her and her two children, part of my gar- 
den next Benjamin Thwing. Rest of my children equally. 
My wife executrix. Overseers: William Davis, John 
Hall, James Penn. Witnesses: Theoder Atkinson, Henry 
Powning. Inventory by Thomas Clarke, Henry Powning, 
John Wiswalt, taken 7th of 3d mo. 16601. Mary Williams 
named as relict. Among other items, the house and 
grounds, £300, the house and land that was Mr. Black- 
stone, £150. The testator also had a shop with a stock 
of callico, cambric, etc. The total inventory was 
£994-02-08, plus book debts, £520-00-00. [Suffolk Pro- 
bate, 1:372; 4:112; Case 271.] 

Will of Mary Brackett wife of Peter Brackett of Bos- 
ton, dated 4 April 1679, proved 26 Nov. 1679. Agree- 
ment with husband Peter Brackett dated 5 Dec. 1672. My 
son Nathanael Williams, salt marsh at Muddy River pur- 
chased by my late husband Nathanael Williams of Richard 
Pepis. My son John Williams. My granddaughter Eliza- 
beth daughter of Joseph Belknap Senr. £10 to be improv- 
ed, etc., until her marriage or 2l. My other nine 
grandchildren. Nathanael the son of Nathll wil- 
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liams. Nathanael, Mary, Hannah and Sarah, chil- 
dren of my son John Williams. John, Nathanael, Mary, 
and Joseph Viall, children of John Viall Jun'r. My sonr- 
in-law Joseph Belknap and his son Joseph Belknap. Mary 
Belknap. In case any of my grandchildren viz. Joseph, 
Vary, or Eliza. Belxnap or their father Joseph Belknap, 
etc. My own four children, Nathanael Williams, John 
Williams, Elizabeth ‘Sanford, and Mary Viall. Wit.: 
William Gerrish, Robt. Jones. Codicil: My daugh- 
ter Hannah Williams. My daughter Shaw, my daughter 
Twelves, my daughter Rennolds, my other three children 
Mary Williams, Eliza. Sanford, Mary Viall. . 

Will-of John Brackett dated 12:10:1666, proved 30 
Jan. 1666. My father Brackett and father Stedam. First 
church at Boston. Poor of Boston. Brother Cooke, 
Mother Williams her five children. Brother Twelves. 
Brother Nathaniel Renolds, Brother Nathanael Brackett. 
Sister Sarah Bracket. Lydia Dickson. One-thira to the 
child my wife now goes with. Rest to wife. Wit.: John 
Wisewall, sen., Thomas Clark. [Suffolk Probate, 1:484; 
case 42. 

Will of Joseph Belknap, Sen'r, of Boston, Glover, 
dated May 29, 1710. My loving son Joseph Belknap my 
dweliing house in Boston. Loving daughter Mary Grafton, 
the £50 her husband owes me and £10. Loving daughter 
Elizabeth Pattason now in England for herself and her 
own children. Son Thomas Belknap. Daughter Ruth Meek- 
ings. Son-Samuel Belknap. My grandchildren Abraham 
Belknap, Lydia Belknap, Joseph Belknap, John Meekings, 
Samuel Belknap. Sons. Joseph and Samuel Executors with 
friend Rev. John Cole writing master and friend Deacon 
John Marion. Wit.: Mary Cole, Hannah Cole, Thomas Cole, 
John Cole. Inventory taken Feb. 21, 1712/13, total 
£434-12-2, including house and land, £300. [Suffolk 
Frobate, 18:30, 61.] 

Will of Thomas Sanford of Boston, "being about to go 
to sea." Dated Sept. 10, 1681. My beloved wife Eliza- 
beth. Wit.: John Clark, John Hayward. Proved 7 Aug. 
1683. The inventory totaled £361-08-00 and included 
1/2 of a house and grounds between |sic] Nathanael Wil- 
liams and said Sanford, £200; a parcel "purchased of 
his father Richard Sanford lying between the ground of 
William Payne and Oliver Callow dec'd, £50." He owed 
Hez. Usher, Nathaniel Williams, Robert Butcher and 
Elizabeth Belknap. Inventory taken by Samuel Legg and 
John Eyre and sworn to by Elizabeth Sanford Aug. 7, 
1683. (Suffolk Probate, 6:450; 9:167.) 

Will of Nathaniel Williams of Boston, Merchant, dat- 
ed 6 Feb. 1700, proved Dec. 28, 1714, when administra- 
tion was granted to Nathaniel Williams "the only sur- 
viving executor named in the will." Obligation of mine 
to Mr. William Harris feofee in trust for Mrs. Sarah 
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Crisp widow to be discharged—consideration of marriage 
between her and myself. Four children, Oliver, James, 
Mary, and Sarah Williams. Eldest son Nathaniel Willi- 
ams brought up at the College. Tenement now in the oc- 
cupation of said Sarah Crisp. Loving sons Nathaniel, 
Oliver, and James Williams, executors. Wit.: Samuel 
Bayley, Daniel Oliver, Lydia Chapin. Codicil 22 Dec. 
1714. My loving wife Sarah Williams. Wit.: Mary Gibbs, 
Johanna Landrey, Samuel Tyley, Jun. The inventory of 
Captain Nathaniel Williams was taken Dec. 31, 1714, by 
Edward Winslow and Nathaniel Oliver, total £564-14-2, 
and included house and land (mortgaged), £346-10. Also 
in the inventory is reference to money received of Mrs. 
Snoden and Holmes, rent of house held in right of his 
wife Mary late deceased by curtesy; also a receipt from 
Mr. John Noyes. [Suffolk Probate, 18:416-7; 19:11.] 

Will of John Williams of Newport in Rhode Island. 

My wife during her widowhood. My son Nathaniel, house 
and lands at Boston and Fort Island at Block Island and 
my warehouse at Block Island. My daughter Mary, land 
at Assabath River according to a division between my 
brother in law Mr. Zachariah Whitman. My son Passgrave 
my daughter Ann, my daughter Elizabeth, my daughter Ar- 
rabelle, and the child my wife now goes with. Church 
Mr. Hiscox belongs to. Wife executrix. Son Nathaniel 
when he comes of age, executor. Beloved friend Mr. 
Robert Guttridge, my brother Nathaniel Williams of Bos- 
ton, and Mr. Thomas Ward of R.Ii., my overseers. Will 
dated April 18, 1687. Wit.: William Hiscox, Christo- 
pher Hargal [?]. Codicil freeing slaves after service 
to wife and daughter, same date. Will proved Oct. 
25, 1687, in Rhode Island, but also recorded in Suffolk 
Probate. 

Will of John Viall of Boston, innholder, dated Oct. 
15, 1720, proved Nov. 1, 1720 when widow Mary and John 
Sunderland were appointed executors. My loving wife 
Mary for life, then 1/2 to my daughter Mary Alden and 
1/2 to the children of my two sons, John Viall and Nath- 
aniel Viall, equally. My kinsman Captain John Sunder- 
land. Wife and Captain John Sunderland to be execu- 
tors. Wit.: Samuel Clark, Joseph Hard, Oliver Harris. 
{Suffolk Probate, 22:27.] 

Will of Nathanael Williams of Boston, clerk, dated 
Aug. 5, 1736. Beloved wife Ann Williams. Daughter Ann 
£400, to be in value to £400 at the time my daughter 
Smibert was married. Residue, my said two daughters, 
Mary Smibert and Ann Williams. House and land in Queen 
Street, west half to daughter Smibert, east half to 
daughter Ann. Wife and two daughters executors. Wit.: 
Samuel Tyley, John Haslet, Samuel Tyley, Jr. Proved 
Jan. 19, 1/37, when administration was granted to rel- 
ict, widow Ann Williams, ana her two daughters, Mary 
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Smibert and Ann Williams (now Noyce), Exec'rs, etc. 
Inventory taken March 8, 1737/8 totaled £4450-12-10 and 
included house and land in Queen Street, £3000, and a 
library valued at £342-9-10; also negro slaves. Taken 
by John Edwards, Henry Gibbs, Sam! Grant. Sworn to by 
Ann Williams, Mary Smibert and Anne Noyes, exec'rs, May 
11, 1738. [Suffolk Probete, 33:3060, 


Suffolk Deeds 


1669/70, Jan. 22. Agreement between John Williams, 
the son of Nathaniel Williams, late of Boston and his 
intended wife, Anna Alcocke, the elaest daughter of 
John Alcock, late of Roxbury, Fhisitian, relating to 
the double portion of George Alcocke the eldest son of 
the above mentioned John Alcocke. Mention of other 
sons of John Alcock, viz. John and Palsgrave. George 
not yet 21. [The father in his will had given a double 
portion to the "eldest," leaving out the word "son," 
and Anna wanted the eldest son who reached majority to 
have the double portion.] Wit.: Samuel Danforth, John 
Greene. [Suffolk Deeds, 6:165.] 

1669/70, Jan. 25. Marriage agreement between John 
Williams, son of the late Nathaniel Williams, of Bos- 
ton, glover, and Anna Alcock, eldest daughter of the 
late John Alcock of Roxbury, phissition, and Edward 
Rawson late Guardian to the said Anna, and Samuel Al- 
cock, uncle to the said Anna, of Boston, phisitian, 
feofees in trust. Mention of Edward Rawson above men- 
tioned and John Hall of Boston, executors of will of 
the late Anna Palsgrave dated March 11, 1668/9. Dwell- 
ing house in Boston in possession of Thomas Bingly giv- 
en to Anna Alcock by said will. One-third part of farm 
at Assibath of late John Alcock, when divided between 
said Anna and Sarah and Mary, daughters of said late 
John Alcock according to his will dated May 10, 1666. 
Mention of other estate of said John Alcock to be div- 
ided amongst all his children in equal proportions ex- 
cept double portion to eldest son. Wit.: Jonn Greene, 
William Rawson, Mary Torry. [Suffolk Leeds, 6:241.] 

{See 6:243 for marriage agreement between Zachariah 
Whitman and Sarah Alcock dated Oct. 25, 1670, in which 
a reference is made to the above instrument sealed by 
John Williams and anne his wife.] 

1668, March 30. Ina deed of Alexander Beck of Bos- 
ton to his son Manasses, mention is made of the house 
and land of late Nathaniel Williams now in occupation 
of Thomas Sanford. [Suffolk Deeds, 0:14/.) 

1676, April 14. Peter Brackett and Mary his wife in 
consideration of the last will of Nathaniell Williams 
first husband of sd Mary, convey to Nathaniell Williams 
and Mary Viall children of the sd Mary Brackett by her 
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said first husband Nathaniell Williams deceased, mes- 
suage, etc., as also that six acres adjoining and be- 
longing to the sd messuage known by the name of the 
Black Stone Lot which was formerly purchased by Nathan- 
iell Williams deceased from Richard Pepys of Ashon in 
the County of Essex & Mary his wife by deed of Jan. 30, 
1655; 3/us to Nathaniell Williams and 1/4 to Mary Viall. 
es Isa Addington, Jno. Morse. [Suffolk Deeds, 9: 
325. 

(This is the six-acre lot reserved by William Black- 
stone when he sold his right to the Town in 1634. See 
Second keport of the Boston Record Commissioners, Ap- 
pendix, p. /0; the Gleaner Articles, passim, and deeds 
therein referred to. The "house and fond that was Mr. 
Blackstone" is included in Nathaniel! Williams' inven- 
tory; see above. j 

1682, Nov. 9. Joseph Grafton of Salem, Taylor, and 
Mary his wife release Nathaniel Williams of Boston, 
Merchant, executor of the will of Mary Brackett late of 
Boston dec'd who was relict and executrix of the last 
will of Nathaniel Williams late of Boston decd., 1/2 of 
a piece of land given unto our mother Ruth Belknap decd 
and to her children by the will of our grandfather Nath 
aniel Williams decd dated 20-2-1661 and laid out by our 
grandmother Mary Williams executrix of sd will and for 
many years in the tenure of our father Joseph Belknap 
in right of his wife & her children. Wit.: John Browne, 
Sen'r, Joshua Grafton. [Suffolk Deeds, 12:299.] 

1685, August 21. Indenture quinquapartite dividing 
the residue of the estate of Peter Oliver, late of Bos- 
ton, merchant, deceased, father of the parties: Nath- 
aniel Oliver of Boston, merchant, James Oliver of Bos- 
ton, gent., Danll Oliver of Boston, merchant, Sarah 
Noyce, of Boston, widow, and Mary wife of Nathll wil- 
liams of Boston, merchant. Reference to last will of 
Peter Oliver dated April 8, 1670. All of age. The 
land ag in the vicinity of Fort Hill. [Suffolk Deeds, 
14 3133. 

1708/9, January 29. Nathaniel Williams of Boston, 
merchant, and Sarah his wife, convey to Thomas Bannis- 
ter of Boston, merchant, orchard and pasture land, 6 
acres more or less on the northwesterly side of the 
Common or training field wichin fence and the flats to 
low water mark; northwesterly on Charles River or a 
cove and John Leverett and James Allen on whom it abuts 
to the northeast; easterly by Allen and Banister; south- 
erly by the Common. Wit.: Joseph Belknap Sen., ThomS 
Macarty. [Suffolk Deeds, 24:100.] 

1710/11, Feb. 20. Nathaniel Williams of Boston, 
merchant, Nathaniel Williams Jun'r, Gent., Oliver Wil- 
liams, merchant, William Lowder and Mary his wife, and 
Sarah Williams, children of sd Nathaniel Williams first 
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named and of Mary his wife decd, convey to John Lothrop 
of Boston, marriner, a small warehouse near Olivers 
Lock, part of the estate of Mr. Peter Oliver of Boston, 
merchant, set off to sd Mary Williams one of his daugh- 
ters. Wit.: Henry Brightman, Eliah Baker. {Suffolk 
beeds, 25:201.4j 


Genealogy 


1. Nathaniell Williams, whose career in Boston is 
shown above, and his wife Mary, had the followins chil- 
dren whose births or baptisms are recorded in Boston: 


2 Ruth¢, b. 1638; baot. mo.(June)-1639; m. Josenh 
Belknap, Sr. Aged "about 1 year" at baptism. 

ii. Elizabeth, b. 21-8 mo. (Oct.)-1640; m. Thomas Sanford 
of Boston, son of Richard, Thomas d. in 1683; no 
children mentioned in his will or recorded in Boston. 
On 31 Mar. 1668 he was in possession of land late of 
Nathaniel Williams (Suffolk Needs, 6:147). 

Nathaniel, b. 16-7 mo. (Sept. )-16l2; baot. 25-7 mo.- 
1642 "aged about 6 days." 

John, b. 6 mo. (Aug. )-16lh; bapt. 18-6 mo.-16k "aged 
about 3 days." 

Mary, b. 30-9 mo. (Nov. )-166; bapt. 6-10 mo. (Nec.)- 
1646 "aged about 1 day." She m. John Viall, Jr. 
Hannah, baot. 7-11 mo. (Jan. )-16L8 (1648/9). No fur- 

ther information; apparently 4d. young. 


After the death of Nathaniell, his widow Mary mar- 
ried Peter Brackett of Boston, shopkeeper. No chil- 
dren. See abstracts of deeds above and the Brackett 
genealogy published in 1907. 


2. Ruth® Williams (Nathaniel!), born 1638, baptized 
2nd day 4th month (June) 1639 aged about a year; mar- 
ried Joseph Belknap, Sr. Her father in his will dated 
in 1661 mentions his daughter Belknap and her two chil- 
dren. Her mother's will made April 4, 1679, does not 
mention her but does mention "my son-in-law Joseph Bel- 
knap" and also three grandchildren, Joseph, Mary and 
Elizabeth Belknap. I think that Ruth died after the 
birth of her fourth child, Elizabeth (July 1, 1665), 
and that Joseph married as his second wife, Lydia, by 
whom he had Ruth, born Nov. 27, 1668, and as his third 
wife, Hannah, by whom he had six children born between 
1670 and 1681. The children of Joseph Belknap, Sr., 
and Ruth Wilitiams were: 


a. Joseph Belknap, Jr., b. Jan. 26, 1658; bapt. Nov. 12, 
1665; m. (1) Deborah 3m. (2) Apr. 1, 1690, Abi- 
gail Buttolph. His will, dated Dec, 22, 1715, was 
proved by his widow Abigail, June 13, 1716, sole ex- 
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ecutrix (Suffolk Probate, 19:137, 138; 21:62). 
Children by first wife: 

1. Mary, b. Nov. 2h, 1684; prob. d. young, as 
there was a second Mary. 

2. Joseph, b. Nov. 18, 1685; prob. d. young or 
he would have been mentioned in the admin- 
istration instead of his brother Jeremiah. 

3. Jeremiah, b. Jan. 1, 1686; mentioned in the 
administration as eldest surviving son of 
testator by a previous marriage; m. Nov. 3, 
1709, Sarah Fordike; had nine children be- 
tween 1711 and 1727. 

Children by second wife: 
Thomas, b. Jan. 2h, 1690/1. 

5S. Abigail, b. Feb. 29, 1691/2. 

6. Mary, b. Oct. 15, 169k. 

7. Nicholas, b. Oct. 15, 1695. 
&. Buttolpnh, b. Dec. 29, 1697. 
9. Nathaniel, b. Dec. 18, 1699. 

Marv Belknap, b. Sept. 25, 1669; m. Joseph Grafton of 
Salem, tailor (see deed of Nov. 9, 1682, above). 
Further information about her has not been sovght in 
Salem recoris. 

Nathaniel Belknap, b. Aug. 13, 1663; bapt. Nov. 12, 
1665. He was not mentioned in his grandmother's 
will dated April h, 1679, so prob. d. before then. 

4. Elizabeth Belknap, b. Julv 1, 1665; bapt. Nov. 12, 
1665. No further information. 


Nathaniel© Williams (Nathaniell), merchant, born 
Sept. 16, 1642, buried Dec. 25, 1/14 [Sewallj, had, I 
believe, three wives, (1) Lydia, by whom he had a child 
named Nathaniel, baptized 14-6 mo. (Aug.)-1670, probab- 
ly died young, (2) Mary (Oliver) Shrimpton, and (3) on 
Feb. 21, 1/00, he married Sarah Crisp, daughter of Rev. 
Mr. Wheelwright of Salisbury, widow of Richard Crisp. 
She died March 3, 1726/7 in her 79th year and was bur- 
ied in the South Burying Ground, with Mrs. Sarah Clark, 
her daughter, the principal mourner [Sewall]. By his 
second wife, Mary (Oliver) Shrimpton, Nathaniel@ Wil- 
liams had: 


6 i. Nathaniel3, b. August, 1675. 
ii. Elizabeth, b. Jan. 18, 1677; prob. 4. before 1681. 

iii. Oliver, b. Aug. 21, 1579; mentioned in his father's 
will, Feb. 6, 1700, and living Feb. 20, 1711/12, but 
by inference dead before Dec. 28, 171) (see records 
above). He joined the Ancient and Honorables in 1702 
(Roberts) and was a merchant. Despite the inference, 
I fin? the marriage, Sent. 10, 172i, of Oliver Wil- 
liams and Hannah Adams, with children, Hannah, b. 
June 11, 1725; Elizabeth, b. Nov. 27, 1724; Oliver, 
b. May 25, 1729; and Marv, b. July 10, 1731; but this 
could have been a different and a younger Oliver. 

Elizabeth, b. Jan. 22, 1681. Not mentioned in her fa- 
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ther's will and did not join in the deed of Feb. 29, 
1710/11, so vrobably d. young, although there are 
marriage recordsin Boston in which an Elizabeth Wil- 
liams was a bride on dates not too far out of line 
for her. 

v. James, b. Mar. 3, 1686/7. He was mentioned in his fa- 
ther's will, but did not join in the deed of Feb. 
20, 1710/11 above, ani by inference was dead before 
Dec. 28, 

vi. Mary. 

vii. Sarah, b. Sent. 30, 1692. She was mentioned in her 

father's will dated 6 Feb. 1700, and as Sarah Wil- 
liams was a varty to the deed of Feb. 20, 1710/11, 
and also a weed of Jan. 28, 171/15 in which she des- 
cribed herself as a spinster (Suffolk Deeis, 29:75). 
A Sarah Williams was the bride in Boston Marriages 
as follows: Josiah Torrey, 171h3; Richard Hart, 1717; 
George Williams, 1728; Samuel Gray, 1737; ani Rich- 
ard Phillins, 1739; but I have no evidence that any 
one of these was this Sarah. 


Mary (Oliver) Shrimpton, the second wife of Nathan- 
iele Williams, was the daughter of Peter Oliver and the 
widow of Jonatnan Shrimpton, by whom she had Mary and 
Sarah, who as spinsters conveyed land to Nathaniel on 
March 23, 1690/1 [Suffolx Deeds, 20:86]. Mary married 
Robert Gibbs of Boston, shopkeeper, and Sarah married 
John Clark of Boston, apothecary. Nathaniel Williams 
and Mary his wife conveyed property to "our beloved son 
Robert Gibbs" and his wife Mary, and also to "our be- 
loved son John Clark" and his wife Sarah by deed dated 
Jan. 31, 1695/6 in which Jonathan Shrimpton was describ 
ed as the father of Mary and Sarah. The land was in 
the southerly part of Boston on the highway leading to 
Fort Hill. Suffolk Deeds, 20:71.) See Sewall's Diary 
(Vol. III, p. 306) for a note about Shrimpton, Gibbs, 
etc. Mary (Shrimpton) Gibbs was Sewall's wife, and 
Sewall makes frequent reference to Nathaniel¢ Williams. 


le John@ Williams (Nathaniel), born about 15 Aug. 
1644, is mentioned in his mother's will dated April 4, 
1679, with Nathanael, Mary, Hannah and Sarah, "children 
of my son John Williams." in his own will (abstract 
above), dated April 18, 1687, proved Oct. 25, 1687, he 
mentions his wife, a son Nathaniel, under age, a daurh- 
ter Mary, a son Passgrave, daughters Ann, Elizabeth, 
Arrabelle, and a child "my wife now goes with." His 
wife was Anna Alcock, eldest daughter of Dr. John Al- 
cock and Sarah (Palgrave) Alcock of Roxbury, their mar- 
riage agreement (above) being dated Jan. 25, 1069/70. 

For will of his brother-in-law, George Alcock of 
London, see Waters, Genealogical Gleanings in England, 
p. 1110, with a note about the Alcock family on the 
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next page; see also Sewall, I, 38. 

fhe following children of John@ and Anna Williams 
are recorded in Boston: Mary, Oct. 2, 1670; Nathaniel, 
Nove 11, 1672; Anna, Nov. 4, 16743; Elizabeth, Dec. 5, 
1679. John Alcock of Roxbury (father of Anna) was a 
grantee of 1/4 of Block Island, the grantor being John 
Endicott, Governor of Massachusetts, deed dated July 
1/, 1660 [Suffolk Deeds, 6:240)], and this may explain 
the removal of the John Williams family to Newport.- 
Sewall reports the death of Nathaniell Williams, son of 
John Williams, as June 14, 1690; if the same as the one 
born 1672( above), he was only 18 years old. 

John© Williams is, I think, the John Williams who 


was a Commissary in 1675, King Philip's War [Records of 
Massachusetts Bay, 5:35; Bodge, 91, 100]. For him and 
his chilaren, includin: Palgrave Williams, the pirate, 
see Mr. Moriarty's article, The American Genealogist, 
24:72, April 1948. 


Se Mary Williams (Nathaniel+), born Nov. 30, 1646, 
married John Viall (sometimes Vyall), Jr., innholder of 
Boston. Her mother in her will dated April 4, 1679, 
mentions among her children "Mary Viall" and "John, 
Natnanael, Mary, and Joseph Viall, children of John 
Viall Jun'r." The will of John Viall [Jr.j, dated Oct. 
15, 1720, proved Nov. 1, 1720, mentions wife Mary, 
daughter Mary Alden, and the children of his two sons 
John Viall and Nathanael Viall. John Viall, Jr., is, I 
believe, that John Viall, son of Yohn, who was baptized 
April 4, 16044 when about 5 days old. His father was 
John Vyall, who in 1655 and 1456 had tenure of the fa- 
mous inn called Noah's Arke in the north end of Boston, 
late the inheritance of Capt. Thomas Hawkins [Suffolk 
Deeds, 2:245, 290]. John Viall, Sr., had six children 
by a first wife, and several by a second, the latter 
named Elizabeth [Suffolk Probate, 11:34]. Elizabeth's 
children seem to have been born in the 1664-1672 period 
and my guess is that John, Jr., was a child of the 
first marriage. See a note by Frederick W. Wead, "The 
Wife of Samuel@ Vial," The American Genealogist, 25: 
159, where the second wife of Johnl Viall is called 
Elizabeth Smith. 

Children of John Viall, Jr., and Mary@ Williams: 


a. John Viall, b. Sept. 14, 1672. I find record of the 
marriage of John Viall and Mary Adams on Dec. 27, 
169 by Rev. Cotton Mather; and of births of two 
children of John and Mary Viall: Mary, b. May 22, 
1699, and Jonathan, b. Sept. 21, 1701. 

bd. Nathanael Viall, b. Oct. 8, 1671. In Boston Nathaniel 
and Sarah had four children born between 1709 and 
1723, and Nathaniel and Mary had three children born 
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between 1725 and 1737, but these entries have not 
been identified as pertaining to this Nathaniel. 

c. Mary Viall, b. Oct. 10, 1676, named as Mary Alden in 
her father's will. The marriage of Zachariah Alden 
and Mary Viall was celebrated by Mr. Willard, Jan. 
13, 1700. No further information. 

Joseph Viall, b. Jan. S, 1678, is not mentioned in his 
father's will dated Nov. 1, 1720, an? prob. d. young. 

Flizabeth Viall, b. Nov. 12, 1682. Not mentioned in 
her father's will and prob. d. young. 


Note: Besides the Alden-Viall marriage, a Mary Viall was the 
bride in three marriages in Boston between 1709 and 1729, One 
was Daniel Ware & Mary Viall (by Cotton Mather), Nov. 19, 1705; 
the others were Samuel Hunting & Mary Viall (by Webb), June ll, 
1716, and Nathan Sargeant & Mary Viall (by Cheever), May 29, 
1729. One of these (most likely the first) could have been a 
secon? marriage of Mary (Adams) Viall. The others may vertain 
to Mary Vialls of this family group, but are not identified. 


6. Nathaniel? Williams (Nathaniel®, Nathaniel?), 
born August, 1675, the well-known schoolmaster, divine, 
and physician, has biographies in the Dictionary of Am- 
erican Biography and in Sibley's Harvard Graduates. His 
wife Anne was in 1/15 the only surviving child of Dr. 
Samuel Bradstreet, late of Jamaica, in America, dec'd, 
who was the eldest son of The Honorable Simon Brad- 
street, Esq., dec'd, sometime governor of the Colony of 
the Massachusetts Bay, all according to recital in a 
deed conveying 1000 acres near Mendon dated June 23, 
1715; the deed contains other recitals of genealogical 
interest to.the Bradstreet family [Suffolk Leeds, 29: 
216). See also the abstract of his will herein, dated 
Aug. 5, 1736, proved Jan. 19, 1737; and deed of July 
20, 1743 [Suffolk Deeds, 66:188), in which Belcher 
Noyes of Boston, physician, and Ann his wife, daughter 
of Nathaniel Williams, late of Boston, physician, dec'd 
conveyed half of the Queen Street [once Frison Lane, 
now Court Street] property to "our brother John Smi- 
bert. 

Children, recorded in Boston: 


Nathaniel4 b. Dec. 1701; d. young. 

Nathaniel, b. 12 Feb. 1702/3; i. young. 

Nathaniel, b. 31 July 170k; 4. voung. 

Ann, b. 11 Mar. 1705 (1705/67); 4. young. 

Mary, b. 20 Jan. 1707 (1707/87); m. Julv 30, 1730, 
John Smibert, the artist, for whom see Dictionary 
of American Biography ani the authorities there 
cited. Children recoried in Boston: Allison (a 
daughter), b. 1h May 1731; William, b. 29 Jan. 17323 
John, b. 2 Nov. 17333 Nathanael, b. 29 Jan. 173k 
(173L/5). 

Nathaniel (twin), b. 1 Jan. 1708 (1708/97); 7. voung. 

Samuel (twin with Nathaniel), 4. voung. 


22h 

14, 
134. 

vi. 
vii. 


NATHANI®L WILLIAMS OF BOSTON 225 


viii. Ann, b. 23 Mar. 1709/10; m. 3 Mar. 1736, Belcher 
Noyes. Children recorded in Boston: Oliver, b. 6 
Aug. 1738; Belcher, b. 29 June 1710; Nathaniel, b. 
20 Nec. 17433; Belcher, b. 25 Jan. 176; Oliver, b. 
19 Nov. 17473 Ann, 6. 2h Jan. 17h9. 


7. Mary? Williams (Nathaniel®, Nathaniel), birth 
not recorded in Boston. she is mentionea between James 
and Sarah in her father's will, but if born between 
them (1683+ 41) could not have been over 15 at the date 
of her first marriage. She could have been born in an 
earlier gap in the children (1682-86) if the will named 
the two younger boys in the order of their birth, and 
then the two girls in the order ol their birth. She 
was alive as late as Jan. 28, 1714/15, but probably not 
after 1718, and certainly died before June 8, 1734. 

She married first, Dec. 16, 1/03, Hopestill Sale, and 
second, Oct. 15, 1/08, William Lowder. 

Hopestill Sale, son of Ephraim of Boston, cooper, 
and Mary (Foster) Sale, and grandson of Mr. Edward 
Sale, was born Feb. 14, 1682/3. His mother Mary Foster 
was daughter of Capt. Hopestill Foster of Dorchester, 
and sister of James Foster, also o: Dorchester. tThe 
last-named, described as a yeoman, became guardian to 
Hopestill Sale, "aged about 18 years," on Sept. y, 1702. 
Ephraim Sale died Dec. 2, 1690 |Boston Records; see al- 
so Sewall, who calls him Lieutenant]. His will, dated 
Dec. 2, 16086, was proved Jan. 29, 1690/1. ‘The widow 
married Samuel Ward, a cooper, Lec. 10, 1641. 

Hopestill Sale, who also was a cooper, died prior to 
Sept. 6, 1705, when administration on his estate was 
granted to Mary Sale, his widow. The sureties on her 
bond were Natnaniell Williams, Merchant [her father], 
and Oliver Williams, Upholsterer [her brother]. Her 
account was presented Oct. 14, 1/08, the day before her 
second marriage, and showed among other things that the 
estate owed Mary Warc, widow, as partner of Hopestill, 
about £63. (Suffolk Probate, 10:35, Ju, 490; N.S. 
495.] By deed dated Jan. Y, 1708/9, William Lowder of 
Boston, Taylor, and Mary his wife, conveyed property in 
Boston to John Sale, recitine that Hopestill Sale, for- 
mer husband of said Mary, died seized of it. Rererence 
is made also to Hopestill's mother, Mary Ward, widow 
(Suffolk Deeds, 24:197]. i find no record of any chil- 
dren of Hopestill Sale. 

William Lowder, second husband of Mary3 Williams, 
was first a tailor and then an innholder, who died in- 
solvent. He had, I believe, been married before to 
Lydia Balston, who died "a young woman of 16 years" on 
April 12, 1707, when she was delivered of a daughter 
[Sewall,. The daughter, Lydia Lowaer, was, 1 suppose, 
that Lydia who married Solomon Kneeland, Aus. ey, 1/2/, 
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and had children recorded in Boston. ‘he marriage of 
William Lowder and Mary Sale is recorded in Boston as 
of Oct. 15, 1708. In a deed aated June 8, 1734, Jona- 
than Lowder, releasing rights to Nathaniel3 Williams in 
the mansion house of Nathaniel¢ Williams, describes 
himself as the only son and child of William Lowder of 
Boston, Innholder, and Mary his wife now aeceased who 
was daughter of Nathaniel Williams late of soston, mer- 
chant, deceased [Suffolk Deeds, 48:261). His father, 
describing himself as a "Taylor," haa already released 
his interest in this house with the consent of Eliza- 
beth his wife, by deed dated Aug. 1, 1726 [ibid., 40: 
75]. Mary? Williams was alive and the wife of William 
Lowder on Feb. 20, 1710/11, when he and she joined with 
other children of Nathaniel Williams and Mary his wife 
deceased in a deed of a part of the estate of Nr. Feter 
Oliver of Boston, merchant, set off to said Mary Willi- 
ams, one of his daughters [ibid., 25:201j. another 
family deed shows that she was still alive ana tne wife 
of William Lowder, tailor, Jan. 23, 1/14/15 libid., 29: 
753 see also 29:76). 

There is a record in Boston of the birth of William 
son of William Lowder and Mary his wife on ey May l1/ll. 
There is no record of Jonathan, but if he was of age 
when he made the above deed of June J, 1734, as it is 
fair to assume, he must have been born by June 8, 1713. 
The recital in the deed that he was the only son and 
child of Mary leads to the inference that William [Jr.); 
died young. 

Jonathan Lowder, son of William and Mary3 (Williams ) 
Lowder, birth not recorded in Boston, but probably born 
before June 8, 1/13, married (I think) Ann Oliver, des- 
pite the following entry: "Jonathan Lowder & Ann Oli- 
ver forbid Dup. Int. [July 2, 1736] June 23, 1736." 
There are children of Jonathan and Ann (Anna) Lowder 
recorded in Boston as follows: Benjamin, 13 Jan. 
1736/73; Abigail, 6 Mar. 1737/8; Jonathan, 16 Dec. 1739; 
Ann, 22 Nov. 1741; and Mary, 1 Aug. 1743, this entry 
beins the last recorded Lowder birth in Boston in the 
1700's. The estate of Jonathan Lowder of Boston, Gen- 
tleman, was probated Dec. 1, 1769. Seth Adams of Bos- 
ton, Frinter, was appointed administrator, with John 
Adams of Milton, Gentleman, and John Kneeland of Bos- 
ton, Printer, sureties. The inventory, taken by Jacob 
Wenaell, William Fairfield, and John Kneeland, totaled 
about £532, including a house in Atkinson Street (now 
Congress) valued at £400. The estate was insolvent 
with a long list of creaitors. Jonathan seems to have 
kept horses at various places in Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. (Suffolk Frobate, 68:403, 4606; /0:331 ff.4. 

The marriage of William Lowder of Boston to Eliza. 
Danforth of Dorchester is recorded in Boston, intention 
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dated Nov. 20, 1/18, marriage Jan. 1, 1718/19; and 
there is a record of three children of William and 
Blizabeth: Elizabeth, born 13 Aug. 1720; John, y Jan. 
1721/2; and Henry, 24 Mar. 1728. 

William Lowder's estate was probated Feb. 9, 1736//, 
when Jonathan Lowder of Bcston, perukemaker, was ap- 
pointed administrator of the estate of his father, ae- 
scribed as Innholder, the widow Elizabeth having de- 
clined on Jan. 25, 1/36/7. Sureties: Thomas Foster, 
Housewright, Solomon Kneeland, Jr. [husband, I suppose, 
of Lydia (Lowder) Kneeland], Leather Dresser, both of 
Boston. The inventory, taken by Preserved Capen, Nath- 
aniel Toplift, and Ebenezer Clap, totaled over £523, 
including a pew at Lr. Colman's Meeting house, three 
negro slaves, etc., but no real estate. The estate 
was represented to be insolvent. The list_of debts 
included the kstate of the late Rev'd Nath! williams 
as the largest creditor. The account dated Sept. ly, 
1739, mentions inter alia amounts paid to Anne Fox, 
Mary Lowder, Solomon Kneeland, Jun'r, and an allowance 
to the widow. [Suffolk Probate, 33:57, 414, 415; 34: 
4yl, 4433 N.S. 192434.) 


WLDOW FRANCES WELLS AND HUGH WELLS 
OF WETHERSFIELD 


By Donald Lines Jacobus ani W, Herbert Wood 


Wells (Welles, Wills, Willis, etc.) is a patronymic 
meaning son of Will, hence is basically the same as 
Wilson or Willson, just as Williams is the shorter form 
of Williamson. in consequence it is a common surname 
which came into use in many parts of Hngland and was 
adopted by many families unrelated in blood. it should 
not therefore be assumed that colonial settlers of the 
name in New England were related, unless such relation- 
ship was mentioned in contemporary records here, or un- 
less the families have been traced and connected in 
kngland. 

Among the early settlers of Wethersfield, Conn., was 
Thomas Coleman, whose four children by an unknown wife 
(John, iksther, Sarah and Noah) were born by a close es- 
timate in the period from 1635 to 1042. He married 
second, perhaps as early as 1645, a widow, Frances 
Wells, by whom he hac @ daughter Leborah. He was among 
the first settlers of Hadley, Mass., in 1660, and died 
there perhaps on the day he made his will (29 Sept. 
1674) as he was buried on 1 Oct. 1674. His wife Fran- 
ces survived and died at Hadley probably in March 1678, 
Since her will wus proved cn the 26th of that month. 
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The two Coleman wills mention various Wells connections. 

The will of Thomas Coleman, sr., of Hadley, dated 
29 Sept. 1674, named his wife Frances, his own children 
including £60 etc. to daughter Deborah; and contains a 
curious provision with respect to his son-in-law [step- 
son] Thomas Wells ana the latter's son John. "To my 
son in law Thomas wells I give all my part of y® which 
is in England due to me for y® Rent of y° House at Eve- 
sham & two his son John Wells now dwelling with me £10 
Provided y* both these last are given with this Proviso 
y” all writeings Respecting y® house in England & any 
Exchange for it here be quietely Delivered in & all 
Fleas Concerning those matters to cease according to y® 
last agrem’ novem: 24 1670." The will was witnessed by 
Rebecca Russell and Mary wattson. Inventory of the es- 
tute of Thomas Coleman Sen’ deceased "who dyed in y® y”™ 
1674" was taken by Rich@ Goodman, Petter Tilton and 
John Smith. [Hampshire County Probate, 1:175.) 

From this clause inColeman's will, it has been sur- 
mised that he was from nvesham, co. Worcester. That 
may be true. However, it is to be noted that the in- 
terest in tne house in England was not given to a child 
of his own, but to his stepson, Thomas Wells, so it may 
have been property actually belonzing to his wife Fran- 
ces or even to her former Wells husband. In short, we 
may have a clue here to the origin of this Wells fami- 
ly. Evidently there had been negotiations looking to 
the disposal of the English realty, culminating in an 
avreement made 2 Nov. 10/70. The "Exchange for it here" 
suggests that a purchaser in :ngland was to send goods 
of a more movable type, and the rents which Thomas Wells 
was to receive, as well as the £10 given to Thomas's 
son John, were made contingent on this agreement being 
carried out. Also, any litication ("Pleas") would have 
to cease. ie Su-yest that this is a clue which should 
be followed in Envlish records by those interested in 
the origin of either the Coleman or the Wells family. 

it is essential to give a full abstract of the will 
of "widdow ffrances Coleman," undated, but proved by 
the witnesses, ffrancis Harnard and Samll Northam on 26 
Mar. 1678. The inventory was taxen by Jn®° Hubbirt and 
Samll Partrigg. She gave: 

to my daughter Mary Wells, £6; 

to my son Jn®° Wells, £6; 

to my daughter Cilburt, £6; 

to my grandchildren Jonathan « Jn©° Wells, each 10s.3 

to my son Jn° Wells (his son) [sicj and to my grand- 
son Thomas Wells a two and twentie shilling peice of 
gold to be equally divided between them; 

to y® daughters of my son Jn® Welis Sarah « Mary 
10s. each; 

to my daughter Mary Wells that peice of stuffe or 
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searge {| formerlie lent her husband; 

to my son John Wells his wife my best red petticoate 
« soe much of my other cloathes as shall make that 
coate equal or equivlent to y* peice of Stuffe or 
searge yt I gave to my daughter Mary Wells; 

to my daughter Deboro my greene apron « two other 
aprons « some of my weareing Lining as alsoe my muffe 
as alsoe Penestcone to make her a pettecoate; 

And the rest of y® Penestone I give to my son John 
Wells; 

to my Gaughter Deboro one iron pott; 

to my son John Wells my grate Bible; 

to my deughter Deboro y® peice of searge in y® chest 
as also woolen yarn y* is in y® house; 

to my daughter Mary Wells my grate cheste; 

to y® wife of my son Jn° Wells and to my daughter 
Mary Wells ail the rest of my cloathes both woolen and 
lyning that is not before mentioned equally between 
them; 

y® rest of my estate y* is not mentioned I give & 
bequeatn to my son John Wells & to my daughter Gilburt 
& to my daughter Mary Wells & my daughter Deboro to be 
divided equally between y"™ — Jn° shall have a double 
part wth the Rest out of my estate. 

my beloved son Jonathan Gilburd executor. 

Signed by mark. [Hampshire County Probate, 1:198.] 


Before taking up genealogical considerations, a few 
explanations may be in order to make the terms of this 
will clearer. The scribe used "his" as was then com- 
monly done to si:nify the possessive case. Thus, "my 
son Jn° Wells (his son)" means "my son John Wells's 
son," -and "John Wells his wife" means "John Wells's 
wife." Penistone is a coarse woolen cloth formerly 
made in Penistone, England. Here again is a possible 
clue, if the material had been sent to Frances by rela- 
tives or friends living near her former home in Eng- 
land. The daughter Mary Wells was widow of her son 
Thomas who had died about a year and a half before her. 
That is clear from the clause in which she gives to Ma- 
ry the searge formerly lent to Mary's husband. 

From this detailed will, dealing so largely in what 
to us would be trivialities, we get a detailed picture 
of the family of Frances Wells-Coleman. Aside from her 
one Coleman child (Leborah), the Wells children may be 
identified as: 

(1) Thomas Wells. He seems to have been a house- 
holder in Wethersfield, perhaps as early as 1650; the 
deeds mention the house he purchased of his father-in- 
law [stepfather] Thomas Coleman. He is said to have 
married in May 1651. Certainly he had children record- 
ed in Wethersfield: Thomas, b. 10 Jan. 1652; Mary, b. 
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1 Oct. 1653; Sarah, b. 5 May 1655; and John, b. 14 Jan. 
1656 [1656/7]. The mother is called Mary at the births 
of these four children. A fifth child, Jonathan, was 
doubtless born in Wethersfield, but missed recording, 
as the family moved witn the Colemans to Hadley, where 
nine more children were born between 1660 and 1673. 
‘thomas died at Hadley between 30 Sept. and 14 Lec. 16/6 
and his widow Mary remarried, 25 June 1678 (three months 
after figuring so prominently in the will of Frances), 
Samuel Belding of Hatfield, and died 20 Sept. 1691. 
Mary has often been identified as daughter of William 
Beardsley of Stratford, and we concur. A witness to 
the will of William Beardsley, dated 28 Sept. 1660, was 
John Welles; this was the brother of Thomas Wells, who 
was then living in Stratford. A late distribution, 3 
Feb. 1720/1, of the estate of Mary's brother Capt. John 
Beardsley to his brothers and sisters or their heirs 
calls her Mary Wells, deceased. Although her name was 
Belding when she died, it is reasonable to suppose that 
she might be referred to as Mary Wells, since her chil- 
dren and heirs were of that name. 

(2) John Wells. He first appears in Stratford, Conn. 
There he married Sarah Curtis, born at Stratford 10 
Oct. 1642, a daughter of Capt. William Curtis; proved 
by a deed given 15 Apr. 1662 by John Welles of Strat- 
ford to "my Unckle John Curtise of Stratford" of half 
the dwelling house "I now liue in," Jonathan Curtis 
owning the rest "by gifte of his grandmother," and Jon- 
athan's father William Curtis gave bond that Jonathan 
would confirm the deed when he should come of age. 
(Stratford Deeds, 1:192.] ‘the reference is to the will 
of Sarah's grandmother, the widow hiizabeth Curtis, in 
1658, whereby she gave an interest in her house and lot 
to Jonathan and Sarah Curtis. Since John Wells sold a 
part interest in this house and lot to John Curtis, 
whom he called uncle, he must have been the husband of 
Sarah Curtis. Two children were recorded to "John 
Wels" in Stratford, the name of their mother not being 
stated: Sarah, b. 28 Sept. 1659; and Mary, b. 29 Aug. 
1661. The birth of the next child, Abigail, missed re- 
cording. ‘the family moved after the deed of 1662 to 
Hatfield, Mass., and the births of six younger children 
are given in Judd's History of Hadley, Appendix, p. 
150. John Wells is there stated to have died 18 Oct. 
1692, and his widow Sarah, about 1743. if the latter 
date is correct, she more tnan reached the century 
mark. The first five children were daughters and the 
first son was John, be. 15 Sept. 1670. This was the 
only son who had been born when Frances made her will 
of 1678, hence it was only necessary for her to refer 
to "my son Jn° Wells (his son)." She also remembered 
John's elder daughters, Sarah and Mary. 
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(3) Mary Wells. Frances in her will named her daugh- 
ter "Gilburt," and made her beloved son Jonathan "Gil- 
burd" executor. Jonathan Gilbert of Hartford, well- 
known as Marshall of Connecticut Coleny for many years, 
first married, 29 Jan. 1645/6, Mary White, who died 
about December, 1649, probably at the birth of her sec- 
ond child, and during the following year he acquired a 
second wife Mary, by whom he had eight children, the 
first born 25 July 1051. She has long been identified 
as Mary Wells. In addition to the evidence provided by 
her mother's will, there is another piece of evidence 
in which Vrs. Gilbert appears in an ungenerous light. 
Her nephew, Jonathan Wells [son of Thomas of Hadley], 
called the "Boy Hero of the Falls Fight," and badly 
wounded at that time (December, 1675), was sent to 
Wethersfield by his officer, Major Pynchon, for better 
medical treatment, and appears to have put up at the 
Gilbert Inn in Hartford, and in 1683 Mrs. Gilbert sued 
him for lodging and diet [Conn. Archives, Private Con- 
troversies, 1:111]. 

Mary Wells was born about 1627, for as Mrs. Gilbert 
she has a gravestone in Hartford which states that she 
died 3 July 1/00 in her 74th year. Approximate dates 
of birth for her brothers are not so readily obtained. 
Thomas is said to have been about 56 when he died in 
1676, but there seems to be no death record, and we do 
not know the source of this statement. lt would make 
him over 30 at marriage, and it does not seem likely 
that Frances had a son born as early as 1620, since she 
was still able to give Thomas Coleman a child in the 
1640's. However, it is possible. John married about 
1658-9, and his wife was born 1642, so he seems to have 
been the youngest and need not have been born earlier 
than 1635. Except for the unverified statement of the 
age of Thomas at death, we should be inclined to place 
the three children thus: 

Mary, b. about 1627; married 1650. 

Thomas, b. perhaps about 1629, perhaps before Mary 

and about 1625; married 1651. 
John, b. perhaps about 1635, perhaps earlier; mar- 
ried 1658-9. 


There is no record and no indication found to war- 
rant the assumption that Frances Wells had any other 
surviving Wells children than the three named in her 
will and identified above. In 1860 Savage in his Gen- 
ealogical Dictionary under Coleman (1:431) states that 
the widow Frances Wells was mother of Thomas, John, and 
Mary who married Jonathan Gilbert; and he adds nothing 
to this under the Welles family. Lucius M. Boltwood, 

a capable genealovzist in his aay, in the Hadley gene- 
alogies issued in 1862 and later added as an Appendix 
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to Judd's History of Hadley, enters Thomas Wells as son 
of Widow Frances, but lists John Wells as from Strat- 
ford without statement of parentage. 

In 1890 George Sheldon, who a little later published 
a History of beerfielid, Mass., contributed to the New 
England Hist. and Gen. Register (44:208) a note on the 
family of Frances Wells. In this he states that there 
was a "Hugh wells, who came from co. Essex, Eng., about 
1635, with wife Frances and at least four children,— 
Thomas, Hugh, Mary and John. He settled in Wetners- 
field, where he died about 1645. Wid. Frances became 
second wife of Thomas Coleman. page 5 removed to Hadley 
with her sons Thomas and John in 1660." As we have 
seen, John did not remove to Hadley with his mother; 
Mre Sheldon did not, apparently, know of his Stratford 
sojourn and lists his wife merely as a Sarah. He then 
adds some data of value on the children of ‘Thomas, and 
omits the youngest (fourteenth) child, Joshua, whose 
date of birth is given in some accounts. 

The statement that the first husband of Frances was 
named Hugh, that he died early in Wethersfield, and 
that the known. documented Hugh of Wethersfield was the 
second of the name and a third son of Frances, has 
found wide acceptance and has been enlarged on in va- 
rious books printed since 1890. Stiles, in the gene- 
alogies in his History of Wethersfield (2: 780), repeats 
the entire tale, adding to it that the first Hugh "prob. 
came to New Eng. in the Globe, 1635; was of Htfd., 
1636, and appears in Weth. abt. 1645, where he is sup- 
posed to have d. abt. the same time." With so much de- 
tail, later writers have accepted these statements as 
having substance; among the many, be it confessed, one 
of the present writers (Jacobus, Families of Old Fair- 
field, 1:21/, 659). 

It happens that 1635 is the one year for which we 
have almost complete shipping lists, yet Hugh Wells 
fails to appear in Hotten's Original Lists. Nor does 
he appear in Banks's Planters of the Commonwealth, nor 
does any ship named the Globe appear in the index of 
ships named in this volume. If there is anywhere a 
record of a Hugh Wells coming in 1635, on the Globe or 
any other ship, could it not be the documented Hugh 
Wells of Wetnersfield, whose history we shall shortly 
set forth? if a Hugh of the previous generation, we 
snould expect to find him accompanied by Frances and 
their children. in what record does Hugh appear at 
Hartford in 16360? So far as Wethersfiela is concerned, 
all references seen can apply, and we think do apply, 
to the historic, documented Hugh. 

Hugh Wells, a carpenter, was born about 1625 and is 
recorded at Wethersfield as wig Se: 22 Dec. 1678 aged 
about 53. He married, 19 Aus. 47, Mary Rusco, the 


FRANCES WELLS AND HUGH WELLS 233 


marriage being recorded at Hartford, the home of the 
bride. She was daughter of William and Rebecca Rusco 
who came with children in the Increase in 1635, Mary 
being listed as then aged 7, hence born 1627-8. Some 
account of the Rusco family is given in the New England 
Hist. and Gen. Register, 71:113-5, the work of the late 
J. Gardner Bartlett who, in stating Mary's marriage, 
refrains from assigning any parentage to Hugh Welles. 

The first mention we find of any Hugh Wells in the 
colonial records was 21 May 1653, when he was appointed 
Drummer of the colony troop [Conn. Col. Rec. 1:243]). 
He was confirmed Ensign of the Wethersfield Train Band, 
May 1077 [ibid., 2:305]. A good account of his career 
from Wethersfield records was given by Judge Sherman W. 
Adams, author of "Early Inhabitants of Wethersfield— 
With Notes on Their Land Holdings," published as the 
seventh chapter in the first volume of the History of 
Wethersfield. According to Adams, Hugh came to Weth- 
ersfield probably about 1645; had his homestead record- 
ed 1649; was recorder, 1659; Sergeant of the Trainband, 
1667, also Town-crier, and was chosen to beat the drum 
on Sabbath days, and later Ensign. No mention is made 
of an earlier Hugh; but Thomas is entered as "prob. a 
bro. of Hugh," evidently a mere guess, as Adams lacked 
the evidence of the Coleman wills in Hampshire County 
and was uncertain whether ‘thomas Wells married a daugh- 
ter of Coleman or was Coleman's stepson. But he had 
made a thorough study of early Wethersfield records, to 
collect data on the early inhabitants and their land 
holdings, consequently his failure to mention any Hugh 
except Ensign Hugh (ca. 1625-1678) is very significant. 

The will of Hugh Welles, dated 20 Nov. 1678, named 
his wife Mary; to son John Welles, wearing apparel, 
military arms, household stuff, carpenter's tools, live- . 
stock, and housing and lands (entailed), with the re- 
version of his wife's dower in the realty; to daughter 
Mary Robinson, £5; to daughter Rebeckah, £5; to daugh- 
ter Sarah Bishop, £5, also half an acre (excepted from 
the son's bequest) "to be to her & to her daughter now 
living"; to grandchild Thomas Robinson, son of Thomas 
Robinson,£5; to grandchild Will Robinson, son of Thomas 
Robinson, £1; to grandchild Mary Robinson, 10s.3; to 
grandchild Samuel Latham, son of daughter Rebeckah, £3; 
to grandchild Sarah Latham, £2; to grandchild Sarah 
Bishop, £3, also the half acre mentioned, to be posses- 
sec after the decease of her father and mother; to "my 
Cousin Will Savage, the son of John Savage of Middle- 
town," £1; to the rest of my "Cousins," the children of 
John Savage, 1s. each; son John to be executor and to 
pay the legacies [Nanwaring's Digest, 1:381-2]. 

The children of Hugh and Mary (Rusco) Wells were: 
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i. John, >. 2h May 1648; m. 10 Dec. 1678, Margaret 
On 7 Aug. 1696, he was censured by vote of the Town 
for having, earlier that year, "made a counterfeit 
record in y© first Book of y® records of land," an3 
from the wording of the entry it is evident that he 
was about to leave Wethersfield. No attempt has been 
made to trace the family further. Children record- 
ed in Wethersfield: 

—_ b. 31 Mar. 1680; d. 22 May 1695 ae, 15- 
-20. 


2. Margaret, b. 19 May 1682. 
3. Ann, b. 28 Jan. 1683 (1683/h); d. 23 July 168k. 
4. Ann, b. 30 Aug. 1685. 
5S. Mary, b. 11 Oct. 1687. 
6. Allyn, b. 27 Sevt. 1689. 
7. Silas, b. 8 Dec. 1691. 
ii, Mary, b. abt. 15 Aug. 169; d. young. 
iii. Mary, b. 1h Oct. 1659; m. by 1668, Thomas Robinson. He 
was vrooounided to be an inhabitant of New London, 
12 Jan. 1665/6. Calling himself mariner, he bought 
land 11 Sept. 1667, and with wife Mary sold in 1671 
(New London Town Records 167-66, p. 151; Deeds, 5: 
18). On 19 Nov. 1668, Hugh Welles of Wethersfield 
entered caution against recording or sale of any 
house or land that hath or doth belong to Thomas 
Robinson in behalf of said Weles his Daughter Mary 
Robinson the wife of the said Thomas Robinson (New 
London Deeds, 3:29). Children (nerhavs others): 
1. Thomas. 
2. Marv. 
3. William, bavt. at New London, 6 Nec. 167k. 
iv. Rebecca, b. 10 Jan. 1651 (1651/2); living 1710; m. (1) 
- 15 Oct. 1673, Thomas Latham, son of Carv; he 4d. ll 
Dec. 1677, and she m. (2) 2): June 1678, John Packer, 
who d, 1689; m. (3) Watson of Kingstown, R.I. 
| For her Packer children, see The American Genealo- 
i ist, 28:176. Her Latham children were: 
I. Sarah, 6. 30 Oct. 16743; bant. 6 Nec. 167h. 
2. Samuel, bh. 1h Dec. 1676; bapt. Mar. 1676/7. 
v. Sarah, b. (no record, sav 165); m. Jan. 1675, John 
Bishop, who d, at Wethersfield before 1h Feb. 1678 
(date of adm'n). Child: 
1. Sarah, b, 3 July 1676, 


We challenge the statement of Mr. Sheldon that there 
was a Hugh Wells in Wethersfield earlier than Ensign 
Hugh Wells whose family we have just set forth; that 
the alleged Hugh Sr. was husband of the Widow Frances 
Wells; or that the said Frances was mother of Ensign 
Hugh Wells. The will of Frances is most detailed in 
mentioning children and grandchildren, and special at- 
tention is directed to the final clause whereby she 
gives the residue of her estate to her son John Wells, 
her daughter [Mary (Wells)] Gilbert, her daughter Mary 
{widow of her son Thomas] Wells, and her daughter Deb- 
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orah [Coleman]. If Hugh of Wethersfield had been also 
a child of Frances, it is almost inconceivable that he 
should pass entirely unnoticed in a will of this type. 
If for any reason she did not wish him to participate 
in her estate, it is almost certain that she would so 
have specified in her will, and most probably would 
have stated her reasons as well. Incidentally, neither 
of her sons, Thomas or John, named a son Hugh after 
their alleged father and brother. 

Frances Wells apparently had been a widow for some 
years when she married Thomas Coleman. she had but 
three surviving wells children, whose births as we have 
shown probably fell between the years 1625 and 1635. 
Her own date of birth shoula have been in the neighbor- 
hood of 1605; she could thus have been not over 30 when 
she lost her Wells husband, and may have been about 40 
wnen she married Coleman. She was still young enough 
to give Coleman a child; but she gave him but one. 

This analysis, if correct, suggests a long widowhood. 
It seems possible that her Wells husband died in Eng- 
land and that she came over with her children some 
years later. It is even within the bounds of conjec- 
ture that Coleman had known her in England and after 
losing his wife wrote for her to come over and marry 
him. With the clues already known, it should not be 
too difficult to obtain knglishn records to verify or 
disprove the suggestions made. 

As for Ensign Hugh Wells or Welles, no record has 
been found to indicate that he was related to any other 
Welles family in New England. his will remembers his 
"cousins," all the children of John Savage of Middle- 
town. John Savage married at Hartford, 10 Feb. 1652, 
Elizabeth Dubbin. He soon moved to Middletown, where 
the births of eleven children are recorded. Since he 
married some five years later than Hugh Wells did, his 
children were probably "cousins" of Wells in the old 
sense of nephews and nieces. The surname Dubbin does 
not otherwise occur in Hartford records of that period. 
The wife of Wells was a Rusco, and even if Elizabeth 
Lubbin had been a young widow, it is extremely improb- 
able that she was born a Rusco and sister of Wells's 
wife. The Savare children were, we believe, blood rel- 
atives of Wells himself. 

It is sugested, since other theories fall to the 
ground, that Hugh Wells was an older half-brother ei- 
ther of John Savage or of Elizabeth bubbin. In any 
event, the flat assertion made without production of 
evidence by Mr. Sheldon over sixty years aro, and since 
then so generally accepted, that Ensign hugh Wells was 
a son of the Widow Frances, not only fails to account 
for the Savage relationship, but leaves us with no pos- 
sible way of explaining that relationship. 


GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH iN is RELAND 
A SURVEY MADE IW inkLAND LIN 1951 


By Margaret D. (Vrs. G. F.) Falley, 3.S., Evanston, Illinois 
(All rights reserve?) 


(Concluded from vol. 28, p. 138) 


The following county and town histories are ones 
with which the genealogist shoulda become familiar for 
their valuable records of families, as well as for gen- 
ealogical notes. These serve as a sample of many times 
the number of similar books for other localities and 
are the finest for the areas with which they deal. 

A History of the County Down, by Alexander Knox, M. 
bublin, 1875, fey pp. 

Two Centuries of the Life of Down 1600-1800, by John 
Stevenson, Belfast, 1920, 508 pp. 
The Hamilton Manuscripts, by Sir James Hamilton, 
Belfast, 15867, contains some account of "The Settlement 
of the Territories of the Upper Clandeboye, Great Ardes 

and Dufferin, in the County of Down." 

The Town Book of the Corporation of Belfast, 1613- 
1816, by Robert M. Young, Belfast, 1592. 

A History of Banbridge, by Capt. Richard Linn, Ban- 
bridge, 1904. This deserves special mention, for it 
not only relates the history of an important Scotch- 
Irish aistrict in County Down, but has a wealth of gen- 
ealozical information. A chapter is devoted to EKarly-- 
Emigrants to America. 

History of County Monaghan, by Evelyn Philip Shirley, 
London, 15/9. This contains many family charts, and as 
this county borders on Armagh and Tyrone, it furnishes 
records on families in these counties also. 

History of Monaghan for Two Hundred Years 1660-1860, 
by Denis C. Rushe, published Dunalk, 1921, 35Y pp. 

Fighters of Derry, Their Leeds and Descendants, by 
William R. Young, London, 1932, 353 pp. This isa 
chronicle of events in Ireland during the Revolutionary 
Period, 1638-1691. An amazing work, it is based upon 
archives material of every county which was represented 
with its men in the siege of Derry. Over two thousand 
individual sketches of the men from the nine counties 
of Ulster who fought to defend Londonderry have been 
assembled from original records, and short genealogies 
of aescendants of many of these men have been included. 
The writing of this book required a lifetime of work. 

The County of Londonderry in Three Centuries, by J. 
W. xernohan, Belfast, 1921. This history contains ear- 
ly lists of inhabitants. It has a detailed account of 
emigration to America; the settlement of 1718 in New 
Hampshire of about a hundred families from Aghadowey 


236 
| 
| 


GENEALOGICAL RESFARCH IN IRELAND 237 


Parish who for religious and agrarian reasons left the 
Bann valley of County Londonderry under the leadership 
of the Rev. James McGregor. 

Macbonnells of Antrim, by Rev. George Hill, no pub- 
lication date, is a highly recommended history of An- 
trim which also includes much about Armagh, Tyrone, 
Londonderry, Fermanagh, Cavan and Donegal. 

Stuart's History of the City of Armagh and Coates's 
Survey of County Armagh, are both excellent reference 
books for this county. 

Trimble's History of County Fermanagh, with lists of 
the settlers and accounts of the families of the coun- 
ty, is excellent. 

For County Cavan, there is a rare little book enti- 
tled The Highlands of Cavan. 

‘the e Ulster Land War, by Francis Joseph Bigger, Dub- 
lin, 1910, is a book with which the genealogist should 
become familiar, as it gives much information regarding 
locations of individuals and forfeitures. 

the nine volumes of the Ulster Journal of Archaeolo- 
gy, published 1853-1862, are practically a requirement 
in any library of Irish genealogy. These were publish- 
ed in Belfast, Dublin and London. A wealth of history 
and genealogy is here for all who wish to devote them- 
selves to these scholarly writings. 

All the books mentioned, except of course those in 
manuscript, are in circulation, and all but six have 
recently been purchased in Ireland at prices ranging 
from 10 shillings (%1.40) to £3 (¢8.43) each. The book 
shops where they may be found will be mentioned at the 
end of this survey. 

it is of interest to note that most of the histories 
and other records recommended by the Rev. David Stewart 
were written before the destruction of the Four Courts 
in Dublin when all records in the Public Record Office 
there were available as primary source material. 

The well-known volumes by O'Hart, entitled Irish and 
Anglo-irish Landed Gentry, give the genealogica al rec- 
ords of many hundreds of Irish families, and these are 
based upon records available before the losses of 1922. 
O'Hart's Irish Landed Gentry When Cromwell Came to Ire- 
land gives a list of the arrears of commissioned offi- 
cers who served uncer Charles li and Charles I in the 
wars in Ireland before 5 June 1649. 

The Linen Hall Library in Belfast has a collection 
of about two hundred irish genealogies, most of which 
were published before 1922 or, if published later, were 
based upon such sources as have been mentioned. 

br. hk. G. Hayes, Director of the National Library of 
Ireland in Dublin, is making an enormous contribution 
to the Archives of ireland through his work of locating 
every record possible pertaining to Ireland or its peo- 
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ple, from many sources. He has checked through the Re- 
ports of the British Museum, listing many thousands of 
records and manuscripts in its possession and has se- 
lected everything important in the field of Irish rec- 
ords for microfilming. He has done the same with the 
files of the Public Record Office in London, and sev- 
eral libraries and other repositories of records in 
England. He has visited the United States and checked 
Irish immigration records in the National Archives in 
Washington. He has visited many of the historical so- 
cieties and libraries in the East, Newberry Library in 
Chicago, and the great genealogical library in Salt 
Lake City, to study their collections of records and 
methods. The National Library of Ireland is rapidly 
adding to its extensive resources for Irish genealogy. 

His advice in this field is therefore valuable, be- 
cause of his knowledge and interest. He spent some 
time outlining the sources of records in Dublin as well 
as in Northern Ireland. This information served as an 
excellent check for records which have already been 
described for Northern Ireland and for those which will 
be listed under the various repositories in Dublin. 

He was the only one who furnished infcrmation about 
a collection of Ships Manifests in the British Museum 
in London, giving lists of lLrish emigrants to the Unit- 
ed States. These will be described later. 

The National Library of Ireland has on microfilm the 
records of Forfeited Estates, 1690-1770, which consti- 
tutes the Annesly Collection, the original of which is 
in private hands. This provides a record of all lands 
which, for political reasons, passed into the hands of 
those supported by the government in power. 

He called attention to the Town and City Directories 
for all of Ireland, which were first published after 
1800 and printed every few years thereafter. The ones 
for Belfast were first published in 1812 and, as in the 
case of others, gives the name of each householder, his 
home location, and occupation. Lucas Directory for 
some of the south-east towns of Ireland began in 1821. 
These make a census of the inhabitants of county par- 
ishes. 

The Tithe Applotment Books, of 1820-1830, constitute 
a virtual census of the time. 

The Books of Survey and Distribution, 1650-1690, ar- 
ranged by county, are in the Royal Irish Academy and 
also the Public Record Office, Dublin. Volume III con- 
tains the Civil Survey of 1654 for the counties of Don- 
egal, Londonderry and Tyrone, published by the Station- 
ery Office, Dublin, 1937. This, and other volumes, are 
of outstanding interest to students of L[rish history 
and genealogy and to descendants of families who pos- 
sessed lands in the various counties. The entire sur- 
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vey covered 27 of the 32 counties of Ireland. The im- 
mediate circumstances leading to the taxing of the Civ- 
il Survey were the Statutory Commitments of successive 
parliaments in England in respect to advances in money 
by way of adventure, and of the arrears of payment due 
by the Commonwealth Government to its own officers and 
soldiers. These obligations were to be satisfied by 
allotments of Irish land and, as a preliminary measure 
of enquiry, a survey of the county founded on the in- 
formation of the old inhabitants, was directed to be 
made. The barony was the territorial basis of the sur- 
vey. There were thirteen of these, for instance, in 
Donegal, Londonderry and Tyrone. The survey includes 
an account of the parishes, manors, castles within the 
barony, the lands comprising the parish, their owners, 
estimated area, and respective valuations. Tables are 
given of forfeited lands, crown, church and glib lands, 
and also indexes of lands, place-names, proprietors and 
lessees. 

The Census of Ireland 1659, published by the Station- 
ery Office, Dublin, 1937, was the first census of Ire- 
land ever attempted. It was carried through by Sir 
William Petty, an ancestor of Lord Lansdown, in whose 
library it was found. The population of Ireland was 
then 500,091, of which one-eighth were English and 
Scottish settlers. Petty gave the population of each 
separate province and barony, the number of native 
Irish in each district, and the names of principal men 
in each townland. 

The local historical journals should not be over- 
looked. The Archaeological Journal of County Louth, 
for instance, and those for other counties, are replete 
with genealogical material. 

Films of all indexes of the records of the Registry 
of Deeds from 1708 to 1951 are in the National Library. 

A valuable means of locating individuals in Ireland 
between 1844 and 1856 is provided by Griffith's Valua- 
tion of Ireland for these years. This is a survey o 
property by counties, and the occupants of both town 
and county. It was printed as a Government project, 
and a set of the records is in the National Library, as 
well as the Public Record Office. 

The records of the Tax Lists for the various coun- 
ties, scattered at irregular intervals through the 18th 
century, are too numerous to give in detail, but are on 
file in the National Library. Each list constitutes a 
roster of the householders at the time of taxation. 

The tables of Diocesan Jurisdictions of the country, 
and condition of the diocesan records, are available 
here. 

The Library has also the well known and invaluable 
Index to the Prerogative Wills of Ireland 1536-1810, 
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edited by Sir Arthur Vicars, Ulster King of Arms in 
Dublin, 1897, which contains roughly 37,000 names of 
testators, years of probation of the wills, and occu- 
pation of the decedents. 

The registration of births, marriages and deaths has 
been compulsory in Ireland since January, 1864. ‘These 
records may be found at the Office of the Registrar 
General, Customs House, Dublin. Also on deposit there 
are the records of all Protestant marriages since 1845. 

Copies of both handwritten and published parish reg- 
isters for the South of Ireland are being gathered in 
the Library. Dr. Hayes stated that approximately only 
one-third of these registers were destroyed in the fire 
of 1922. However, the vast majority of those registers 
still in existence are in local custody in the various 
parishes. The Library is filming the Catholic regis- 
ters, which date back to 1830 for the counties and as 
early as 1700 for the cities. It has a file of the 
very valuable registers kept by the Society of Friends, 
dating back to the 17th century, which includes birth, 
marriage, and death or burial records. These may also 
be found at the Society of Friends, Dublin. 

Dr. Hayes stated that Trinity College Library, Dub- 
lin, has newspaper files dating back to 1/31. The news- 
papers were published in the principal cities and towns 
and furnish for those who have time to go through the 
files, not only records of births, marriages and deaths 
of inhabitants of the communities where the papers were 
published, but also (when published in seaport cities) 
lists of the people who departed from time to time by 
ship to America. These newspapers are thus most valu- 
able for emigration records from the cities of Dublin, 
Belfast, Londonderry and Cork, 

Two catalogues of the Manuscripts in the Library of 
Trinity College, one compiled by T. K. . Abbott, and the 
other by T. K. Abbott and E. J. Gwynn, serve as a guide 
to some genealogical material. 

The office of Deputy Keeper of the Fublic Records, 
in the Four Courts, Dublin, was vacant. The Assistant 
or Acting Director, Mr. Dearmid Coffey, offered consid- 
erable help in making known the records on file. The 
-problem of the replacement of records has been the same 
here as in Belfast. We cannot give space to a descrip- 
tion of the full scope of the replacements, but some of 
those important to the genealogist, as well as some 
source material which missed destruction, will be men- 
tioned. 

Fortunately, the Reports of the Deputy Keeper of the 
Public Records, 1869-1905, had been published and bound 
in eight large volumes. These are considered an indis- 
pensable source of information for Irish genealogy. It 
is of interest to note here that, while the full set is 
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scarce, a complete one was found recently in bublin for 
£14 (¢39.34). Everyone interviewed in Ireland advised 
the inclusion of these in Irish genealogical libraries 
because of the following material contained in the vol- 
umes, copied from files which were subsequently burned: 


ech’ An index to the Dublin Consistorial Marriage Licenses to 
1058. 

2. A list of the parish registers kept by the clergy of the 
Disestablished Church of Irelani ani held in local or public cus- 
tody. This survey was taken for every parish in Ireland in 1891, 
with notations as to which were held locally. These are listed in 
tables showing the years covered by the recoris of baotism, marri- 
age an* burial. Since not a great many parish registers were sent 
from local to oublic custody between 1891 ani 1922, these tables 
still give a fair indication of what is available in the way of 
records in each varish at the present time. 

3. Indexes of the Dublin Diocese Intestacies. 

lL. Abstracts of Fiats (grants, pardons, leases, presentation 
of lands), Henry VIII, Etward VI, Philip an? Marv, Elizabeth 
(1558-1603). 

5. Indexes to the original wills, marriage licenses, a’minis- 
trations, inventories, inquisitions, etc., for the Diocese of Dub- 
lin to 1800, and from 1800 to 1858. 


The Irish Will Books containing the copies of the 
Prerogative Wills for 1664-1684, 1706-1708, 1726-1729, 
and portions of 1777, 1813 and 1834, were preserved and 
are accessible. 

The Diccesan Will Books still preserved are those 
for the Diocese of Connor, 1818-1820, 1853-1858, and of 
Down, 1850-1858. 

The Diocesan Indexes for Intestacies are intact and 
complete. 

Indexes to the Marriages License Bonds for the vari- 
ous dioceses are bound in large volumes and readily 
available for reference. These date back to the early 
18th century and give names, years, and places. 

Transcripts of the Inquisitions Post Mortem from 
1558, for Munster and Connaught, are filed here. Those 
for Ulster and Leinster were printed in 1826 and copies 
are on file. 

The Public Record Office has an index of the will 
abstracts on file in the Office of Arms, Dublin Castle. 
This was published by the Dbublin Stationery Office in 
1949, and is an offprint of the Irish Manuscripts Com- 
mission #l/. 

The William Betham Collection of abstracts of Pre- 
rogative Wills (Phillips manuscript), the work done be- 
fore Burke toox it over, are handwritten and alphabeti- 
cally arranged in a larve number of volumes. These are 
greatly valued by the Public Record Office, as they 
cover a period from the beginning of the 18th century 
ana earlier. 
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Among the many records replaced are those which were 
copied by others before 1922 and are now recopied, such 
as the Hearthmoney Rolls and a large collection of Es- 
tate Records, Tax Records, Subsidy kolls and Forfeit- 
ures. 

Mr. Henry M. Havelin of the Registry of Deeds, Hen- 
rietta Street, Dublin, was most cooperative in assist- 
ing with the work in this repository of records. The 
Kegistry of Leeds, fortunately, is across the city from 
the Four Courts and was not affected by the fire. This 
office is conducted in much the same way as any record- 
er's office in a large county court house in the United 
States, excepting for the fact that the indexes for the 
early deeds are produced only upon specific request. 
The Deeds, Leases, Mortgages, Foreclosures, and Marri- 
age Settlements, bound as such records are in the Unit- 
ed States, date from 1708. The 18th and 19th century 
records are kept on a floor above the current records 
and a searcher, having copied the index items desired, 
may work at his leisure with the records alone. 

As any genealogist knows, a family may be recon- 
structed frequently through land records when probate 
records fail. Land partitions to the heirs of an es- 
tate are among the most satisfactory evidences in the 
tracing of a line. It is possible here to follow sev- 
eral generations through relationships mentioned in 
leases, mortgages, marriage settlements, sales, fore- 
closures, and land partitions, just as in the United 
States. in one hour's time, these records, which had 
been lost to a family in the United States for 150 
years, brought forth proof of three earlier generations, 
their parish, town, description of property, and cause 
for emigration. The early recorcs are well bound, in 
gooa condition, and not difficult to read. 

Mr. Havelin evinced real pleasure in a rewarding 
visit, and took orders for several photostats at 35 
cents a page. 

Mr. Gerard Slevin, Secretary of the Genealogical Of- 
fice, Office of Arms, Dublin Castle, enjoyed talking 
about his records and discussing the importance of them 
in genealogical work. This office has the original ye 
volumes of the Burke Collection of Pedigree Charts and 
the volume of charts for the Administration Bonds, du- 
plicates of those in the Public Record Office in Bel- 
fast. Also found here is a fairly complete copy of the 
Ossory Collection of similar records. 

The records of Registration of Grants of Arms from 
kdward Vi to the present day are filed here. Also all 
Funeral Certificates, including the names, places of 
burial, marriages, heirs and arms of the family are 
filea here and indexed. They cover all funerals of the 
gentry as well as of the nobility whose funerals were 
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attended by a representative of the Office of Arms. 

Few of the marriage licenses issued by the Preroga- 
tive Court or the Consistorial Court to members of the 
aristocracy are in existence, but copies of the Prerog- 
ative series previous to 1858, and the Consistorial 
series previous to 1808, when the jurisdiction of these 
two courts respectively ceased, are on file in this 
office. Also a transcript of the Ossory Collection of 
Marriage Licenses (1734-1808) is here for reference. 

A large number of abstracts of diocesan wills for 
Counties Cork, Waterford and Dublin are in the posses- 
sion of this office. Also, it has a copy of the W. H. 
Weply collection of abstracts of Irish wills, and the 
names of the testators are incluaed in the valuable 
list of Irish Wills published by Wallace Clare. 

The Office of Arms possesses a good library of print- 
ed genealogies, most of which were published before 
ly22. It has an equally useful collection of family 
pedigrees in manuscript. Here also are the Visitations 
for County Dublin, 1568 and 1610, and for County Wex- 
ford, 1613. 

For tnose who cannot go to Belfast from Dublin, there 
is a large collection of records of Northern I[reland, 
including the reports of the Deputy Keeper of the Pub- 
lic Record Office, Belfast. 

Mr. Slevin places great value upon the twelve vol- 
umes of the Memorials of the Dead, the archaeological 
journals of the various counties, the eight volumes of 
Reports of the Fublic Record Office, the two volumes of 
Walker's Marriages, and many other standard works pre- 
viously mentioned; and also calls attention to Burke's 
Commoners (in later editions called Landed Gentry) of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and to the several volumes 
of Genealogy and Family History by O'Hart. Such works 
might well be consulted as a preliminary step, before 
an extended search is begun of primary sources. 

Through an introduction given by Dr. R. G. Hayes to 
Mr. A. T. Collins, Keeper of Manuscripts, Department of 
Manuscripts, British Museum, London, permission was 
given by the latter, to work in this inaccessible de- 
partment and to see the 267 Ships Manifests containing 
American Passenger Lists, 1803-1806. Masters of ves- 
sels were required by both the British and American 
governments to furnish a sworn report of their passen- 
gers. It is thought that the British adopted this pro- 
cedure to prevent the escape of political prisoners and 
convicts and the emigration of skilled workmen. These 
lists for the above years have the names of many thou- 
sands of passengers who sailed from Belfast, Dublin, 
Londonderry, Newry, Cork, and smaller ports. In over 
half the cases, New York was the port of entry, but 
others were Fhiladelphia, Boston, Newcastle, Baltimore, 
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Charleston, ana New Bedford. The emigrants were mostly 
from Counties Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, London- 
derry and Tyrone. The lists state the name, age, town 
or parish of origin, and in some cases the occupation 
and intended place of settlement in the United States. 
All of the manuscripts, 399 pages in all, were ordered 
phctostated for the National Archives, Washington. 

Bookshops which carry such publications as those 
mentioned herein are: 


The Cathedral Book Store, C/o Hugh Greer, 18 Gresham Street, 
Belfast. There is a published catalogue. 

Fred Hanna Ltd., 28-9 Nassau Street, Dublin. The large private 
collection of an Irish genealogist was recently dis»oosed of by 
Sale through this shop. 

Hodges, Figgis & Co., Ltd., 6, Dawson Street, Dublin. Keeos a 
large collection and was planning a new catalogue. 

Bernard Quaritch Ltd., 11 Grafton Street, London, W.1, England. 
Thev issue a catalogue, and frequently have rare books of Irish 
recor?s for sale. 


For general reading, when the genealogist wishes to 
rest from his labors, two delightful and inexpensive 
books which the writer discovered in Belfast are recom- 
mended: 

Traits and Stories of the Irish Peasantry, by Willi- 


am Carleton, London, 1043, 432 pp. This is a fascinat- 
ing, earthy collection of tales, replete with Irish 
lore. 

Irish American History of the United States, by the 
Very Rev. John Canon O'Hanlon, Dublin, 1902, 677 pp. 

A scholarly history with valuable accounts of the lrish 
who emigrated to the United States and assumed posi- 
tions of leadership as military officers in the Revolu- 
tion and as key men in the economic affairs of the new 
nation. The notes and references fill as much space as 
the printed text. The records of tne origins of a 
great number of Irish Americans are gatnered into this 
one volume. 

This concludes the survey of the genealogical sour- 
ces which the writer found to be available in Ireland. 
In view of the great loss of records in the fire of 
1922, they greatly exceed what might have been expected 
and afford hope of success to those Americans of Irish 
origin who desire to trace the family connections in 
ireland. it will be understood that the scope of the 
present paper does not permit a listing of those pub- 
lications and manuscript sources, often very helpful, 
which are accessible to the searcher in the United 
States, such (for example) as some of the volumes is- 
sued by the American Irish Historical Society and some 
of the manuscript collections in the National Archives, 
Washington. 


NOTES ON COVENTRY, CONN., FAMILIES 
By Kendall P. Hayward, B.A., Hartford, Conn. 


(Continued from Vol. 28, o. 67) 


BROWN (#1)— 

Ephraim, of Rehoboth, Mass., to Coventry, Conn., 
1720, be ca. 1672, d. Coventry 16 Nov. 1752 (in his 
78th yr. V.R.); m. Sarah - Known children: 

i. Ephraim, Jr., m. Hannah Davis, b. 20 Dec. 1706, 
dau. of Thomas and Hannah Davis, and had at least one 
child, Hannah, b. Cov. 7 Oct. 1741, m. Skinner; 
ii. Judah, b. 1706, d. Cov. 6 Feb. 1741/2 (in her 36th 
yr.); iii. Ebenezer, m. Martha » and had chil- 
dren recorded at Coventry; iv. Jonathan, m. 30 Apr. 
1740, Mary [Searls?], had children recorded at Cov., 
and lived in Somers as early as 1751 and as late as 
1767; ve. John, m. 5 July 1744, Ruth Fox, and had chil- 
dren in Cov.—Ephraim, b. 9 July 1748, and Ruth, b. 16 
July 1750. 


BROWN (#2)— 

Tristram} (Joshua, Richard), b. Newbury, Mass., 21 
Dec. 1672, d. Norwich, Conn., prior to 1756; m. Mary 

- Children: i. Tristram+, b. Newbury, 17 Mar. 

1702, d. Amenia, N.Y., 16 Feb. 1763 (in his 60th yr.); 
m. Norwich, 28 Aug. 1722, Abigail Parke, b. ca. 1704, 
d. Amenia, 20 Oct. 1754 (in her 50th yr.); had children 
b. Canterbury and Norwich; ii. Joshua, b. Newbury, 27 
Mar. 1704; see below; iii. Abraham, b. Newbury, 11 Oct. 
1707; see below; iv. Mary, b. Newbury, 24 July 1709, 
prob. m. Norwich, 5 Nov. 1735, Nathaniel Huntington; 
v. Abigail, b. [?]; vi. Samuel, b. Norwich, 24 Apr. 
1716, m. Sarah » and had a dau. Sarah>, b. 30 
Apr. 1750, who m. James Wales; vii. Richard, b. Norwich, 
22 Oct. 1726; m. Abigail Bridgman of Coventry and had: 
Isaac5, bapt. 8 July 1744, Richard, bapt. 22 Sept.17\5, 
and Jacob, b. 28 May 17u9. 

Joshual Brown (Tristram3, above), »b. Newbury, Mass., 
27 Mar. 1704, living Coventry 1783; m. Woodstock, Conn., 
23 Sept. 1723, Mary Bettys, who d. prior to 1783, when 
he had a second wife. Children recorded Norwich: i. 
Joshua, b. 21 July 17243; ii. Elizabeth, b. 18 Aug.1726; 
iii. Sarah, b. 6 Nov. 1728; iv. Joseph, b. 1 Apr. 1731; 
v. Mary, b. 12 Sept. 1733; vi. Lydia, bapt. 25 June 
1738; vii. Ebenezer, bapt. 7 Jan. 1739; viii. John, 
bapt. 23 May 1742. (Cov. Deeds, 7:94, dated 28 Dec. 
1783: Joshua Brown deeds to oldest son Joshua, Jr., 
"that I have by my last wife....for supporting me and 
my present wife.") 

Abraham4+ Brown (Tristram, above), b. Newbury,Mass., 
11 Oct. 1707, d. Coventry, Conn., 29 July 1749 (in his 
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49th yr., g.s., sic); m. (recorded both Newton, Mass., 
and Norwich, Conn.), le Dec. 1730, Abigail Dike (of 
Newton), bapt. Beverly, Mass., 1 Dec. 1706, dau. of 
totes, Saar and Bethiah (Baker) Dike. Children: i. Abra- 
ham’, b. Norwich, 24 Sept. 1731, see below; ii. Elijah, 
b. Norwich, 2 Oct. 17333; m. Coventry, lé2 Feb. 1755, 
Lydia Gary; had ten children recorded at Coventry, and 
were in Pittsford, Rutland Co., Vt., by 1790 Census; 
iii. Edmund, b. Norwich, 22 Oct. 1735, living Coventry 
1757; iv. Jonathan, bapt. Canterbury, Conn., 3 Dec. 
1/38; v. Benjamin, b. Coventry, 16 Sept. 1740, perhaps 
d. East Hartford (Manchester), Conn., 27 Mar. 1809 in 
69th yr. (g.s.); m. Sarah » who d. 3 July 1815 in 
her 70th yr. (g.s.); vi. James, b. Cov., 25 Apr. 1743; 
vii. Elisha, b. Cov., ly Apr. 1745; viii. Stephen, b. 
Cov., 9 Mar. 1749. 

Abraham? Brown (Abraham+, above), b. Norwich, Conn., 
24 Sept. 1731, d. Coventry, 28 June 1769 in his 37th 
yr.; m. (1) 14 Feb. 1754, Mary Deans, b. Canterbury, 
Conn., 11 Aug. 1735, d. Cov., 25 Apr. 1760, dau. of 
Benajah and Mary (Munroe) Deans [Dains]; m. (2) Cov., 
2 Oct. 1760, Anne Church of Mansfield, prob. b. Killing- 
ly, Conn., 26 Aug. 1740, dau. of John and Susanna (Mor- 
ris) Church. Child by first wife: i. Abigail’, b. Cov. 
20 July 1755, d. there 2 Jan. 1840; m. there, 18 May 
1775, Aaron French (1756-1807). Children by second 
wife: ii. Anne, b. 18 July 1761; iii. Mary, b. 1 Apr. 
1763; iv. Susannah, b. 18 Nov. 1764;v- Abraham Church, b. 
18 Nov. 1766; vi. Huldah, b. 7 June 1768. 


DAVIS— 

Thomas, b. about 1677, d. Coventry, Conn., 1 Oct. 
1739 in his 63rd yr.; m. Hannah - Surviving 
children were: i. Hannah, b. 20 Dec. 1706, m. Ephraim 
Brown, Jr.; ii. Joseph, b. 18 Jan. 1711; and iii. Tabi- 
tha, b. 21 May 1720; m. Cov. 6 Nov. 1740, John Boynton. 


LEACH— 

Ebenezer, b. about 1706-7, d. Coventry (Andover par- 
ish), Conn., 10 Aug. 1776 in his 69th yr. (g.s.), son 
of James Leach, who d. in Windham, 12 Sept. 1726; m. 
Norwich (Newent parish), 27 Jan. 1728/9, Sarah Butts, 
bapt. Dorchester, Mass., 13 July 1702, d. Coventry, 29 
May 1773, dau. of Samuel and Sarah (Maxwell) Butts. 
Eldest and only surviving child was: i. Sarah, bapt. 
Newent Church, 8 June 1729, d. Coventry, 14 Aug. 1762 
aged 34 yrs.; m. Cov., 14 Aug. 1749, Ebenezer Sweetland. 


LEWIS— 

Samuel, d. Coventry about 1740, m. Rebecca ° 
Children: i. Mary, b. 24 Sept. 1713; m. Caleb Sweet- 
land [of Hebron, 1741]; 11. Samuel, b. 23 Apr. 1715; 
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of Hebron, 1742; iii. John, b. 29 June 1718; iv. Rebec- 
ca, b. 2 Aug. 1721; v. Jabez, b. 7 June 17243; of Corn- 
wall, Conn., 1745. 


LONG— 

William} (Thomas¢, Joseph), b. Hartford, Conn., 4 
Feb. 1669/70, d. Coventry, Conn., July 1740 in his 72nd 
yr.; m. Mary Henbury, b. ca. 1672, d. Cov. Feb. 1759 
in her 87th yr.; dau. of Arthur and Lydia (Hill) Hen- 
bury. Children: i. Lydia, b. 23 Feb. 1697, d. Cov., 
30 Jan. 1767; m. Cov., 19 Aug. 1725, Matthew Grover, 
Jr., son of Matthew; ii. Mary, b. 26 Apr. 1703; m. Cov. 
10 Feb. 1729/30, Benjamin Babcock, b. ca. 1698, d. Cov. 
28 Feb. 1751, son of James. 


LARABEE—TERRILL— 

John@ Larabee (Greenfield), b. Saybrook, Conn., 23 
Feb. 1649/50, d. Windham, Conn., Oct. 1725 (about a 
fortnight prior to 30 Oct.); m. Windham, 15 Apr. 1689, 
Sarah Morgan, b. ca. 1663, d. Coventry, 15 June 1738 
aged 75 yrs. Among their children born at Windham were: 
i. John3, b. 16 Jan. 1690, see below; and ii. Joseph, 
b. 27 Mar. 1692, d. Coventry, Jan. 1778; m. (1) Wind- 
ham, 24 Nov. 1720, Judith Andrews, b. — Mass., 
ca. 1695, d. Cov., 30 Nov. 1763 in her 69th yr., dau. 
of John and Judith (Belcher) Andrews; m. (2) Coventry, 
23 Mar. 1764, widow Ruth Bill (1709-1765). For infor- 
mation on this family see New Eng. Hist. and Gen. Reg- 
ister, 70:102, 106. 

John3 Larabee (John®, above), b. Windham, Conn., 
16 Jan. 1690, d. there, March 1746; m. (1) New London, 
22 May 1711, Mary Hatch, dau. of William; m. (2) Hannah 
(~———) Terrill, of Elizabeth, N.J., who d. Windham, 
22 Aug. 1757, formerly wife of Josiah Terrill of Eliza- 
beth, N.J. John Larabee was in Coventry about 1716 
when he took up the land granted to his father-in-law 
William Hatch. As his wife apparently died within a 
few years after their marriage, we find John Larabee 
in 1719 selling his land in Coventry, at which time he 
is called of Elizabeth, N.J. By 1725 he was back in 
Windham with his second wife. As he was a relative of 
Joshua Hempstead, we find a significant ent in the 
latter's Diary under date of 1 Mar. 1725/6,-"Jno Lara- 
bee & his wife came to our house &« lodged here," and 
the next day, "I went to groton to See about getting a 
passage for Jno Larabees wife to new york by Peter Wil- 
liams &c." Child by first wife: i. Jerusha, bapt. 
New London, 13 June 1714; m. there, 20 Mar. 1733/4, 
John Crocker. Children by second wife: ii. Sarah, b. 
by 1723, bapt. Windham lst Church, 22 June 1729; m. 
Coventry, 2 Jan. 1739/40, Seth Janes; iii. Timothy, b. 
Windham, 8 Oct. 1730, d. there, 6 Jan. 1810; m. 20 Feb. 
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1750/1, Abigail Wood, of Lisbon, who d. Windham, 4 Aug. 
1308 aged 79; iv. John, b. Windham, 20 Nov. 1/32; m. 
Flainfield, Conn., 16 Dec. 1/62, Mary Spaulding, b. 16 
May 1744, dau. of Ephraim and Abigail (Bullard) Spaul- 
ding. 

Regarding the son Timothy, Hempstead's Diary, p.537, 
10 Oct. 1749, states, "the widow of my Cuzn Jno Larabee 
Decd is come to Seek after her Son Timothy aged about 
19 years who absconded on Mond night & got here to Nliew) 
Llondon} on Tuesd. morn & went Right over to L. Island 
this morn wth Powers." 

The above-mentioned Larabee children are identified 
in the will of Hannah ( ) Terrill Larabee, as well 
as her three other children, who, we conclude, were by 
her first husband, Josiah Terrill, and doubtless born 
in New Jersey, viz.: i. Lewis, see below; ii. Mary, b. 
say 1712-13, m. (1) Windham, Conn., 23 Nov. 1732, Dan- 
iel Dimmock (vide ante, p. 67]; m. (2) Coventry, 23 
Apr. 1740, Elisha Janes, who d. there 23 Mar. 1779 in 
his 64th yr.3; iii. Hannah, b. say 1716, d. Windham, 
Conn., 13 Nov. 1801 in her 86th yr.; m. Windham, 7 Mar. 
1732/3, Elijah Sawyer, b. 1708, d. there 27 Jan. 1792 
in his 84th yr. 

Lewis Terrill, b. say 1709; m. (1) Mansfield, Conn., 
25 Dec. 1733, Mehitable Hibbard, b. 29 Sept. 1713, d. 
Windham, 3 Dec. 1744 in her 32nd yr., dau. of Joseph 
and Abigail (Lindall) Hibbard; m. (2) Lebanon, Conn., 
30 may 1745, Ann Babcock. Children by first wife: i. 
Mary, b. Mansfield, 21 Feb. 1734/5, d. 26 Apr. 1770; m. 
Peleg Woodworth; ii. Mehitable, b. Windham, 11 Mar. 
1736/7, dad. Coventry, 15 May 1814; m. Cov., 6 May 1758, 
Benjamin Jones, Jr., b. Cov., 15 Sept. 1726, d. there 
17 May 1814 aged 87, son of Benjamin and (2nd wife) 
Patience ( ) Jones; iii. Tryphena, b. Windham, 23 
Oct. 1739. Children by second wife: iv. Thomas, bapt. 
Windham lst Church, 16 Mar. 1746; m. (1) Cov., 15 Aug. 
1769, Alathea Crocker (1748-1773); m. (2) Deliverance 

3; resided at Tolland by 1776; v. Josiah, b. Cov., 
23 Aug. 17(48?]; vi. Arad, b. Cov., 28 Aug. 1750; vii. 
Lewis, b. Cov., 8 Oct. 1752; m. Cov., 2 Nov. 1780, Su- 
sanna Simonds, of Windham, and were both soon resident 
in Tolland; viii. Anne, b. Cov., 10 Nov. 17543 ix. Han- 
nah, b. Windsor, 27 June 1758, d. Vernon, Conn., 8 Oct. 
1812 in her 55th yr. (g.s.); m. (1) Alexander House, b. 
ca. 1756, d. Coventry (Andover Parish), 16 May 1790 in 
his 34th yr. (g.s.), son of John and Deborah (Guile) 
House; m. (2) as his second wife, Reuben Skinner; x. 
Eunice Simon, b. Cov., 9 Jan. 1762; m. Tolland, Conn., 
21 Nov. 1783, Abiel Abbott, and later lived in Lyme, 
N.H. 

It should be noted that five days before the marri- 
age of Lewis Terrill and his first wife, Mehitable Hib- 
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bard, the following item was entered in Hempstead's Di- 
ary, p. 2607 (20 Dec. 1733): “Lwis Terrill of Mansfield 
ate of Eliza Town Lodged here." 

Administration on the estate of Josiah Terrill of 
Elizabethtown, Essex Co., N.J., yeoman, was granted, 

12 Dec. 1749, to Lewis Terrill of Connecticut; John 
Terrill and Ephraim Terrill, both of Elizabethtown, 
bondsmen [N.J. Archives, lst ser., vol. 30; Wills, 2: 
475). Josiah, with John and Ephraim, were named as 
sons in the will of Thomas Terrill of Elizabethtown, 
blacksmith, dated 24 May 1720, proved 26 Apr. 1725 [ib- 
id., lst ser., vol. 23, Wills, 1:456]. it is evident 
Ta) tnat administration was not taxen out until some 25 
years after Josiah Terrill's death, or (b) he had been 
divorced from his wife Hannah who m. John3 Larabee at 
least by 1725 and probably earlier. | have asked Mr. 
Jacobus to make the following comments, as he has made 
some study _of this problem. 

"Josiah3 Terrill (Thomas¢, Roger!) is mentioned in 
records in 1729 and 1738, so his wife could not legally 
have married John Larabee without a divorce. the two 
Larabee sons, Timothy and John, born 1730 and 1732 re- 
spectively, were recorded as sons of "John and Hannah 
Larrabee" in Windham records. The daughter Sarah is 
not recorded there, and if 18 when she gave a deed in 
1741 she must have been born by 1723, probably in New 
Jersey. John Larabee owned real estate in Windham, and 
in 1736 there was a very unusual transaction; he con- 
veyed this realty to John Backus, Jr., who then recon- 
veyed it to John Larabee and Hannah his wife or the 
longest liver of them (a survivorship deed), and at 
their death to their three children equally. In 1/41, 

a year after marriage, and perhaps shortly after becom- 
ing 18, the daughter Sarah with her husband, although 
her parents were then both living, conveyed her eventu- 
al interest in this property to her brothers, who were 
still children. There must have been a reason for this 
curious procedure. 

"Was it done to protect the interest of the daughter 
Sarah, in case there might ever be a question as to her 
legitimacy? Cases are on record of a husband disappear 
ing (sometimes involuntarily, as by shipwreck or other 
misfortune}, of the supposed widow remarrying, and of 
the second marriage being invalidated by the subsequent 
reappearance of the first husband. In the Terrill case, 
unless divorce or other records are sought in New Jer- 
sey sources, we can only surmise. Hempstead's first 
mention of Hannah was in March 1725/6, when she pawned 
her ring to him to get money to go to New Yorn. The 
trip must have been very important, and perhaps had 
some connection with her marital affairs. She may have 
been on her way to Elizabethtown, and she may at this 
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time have brought her two Terrill daughters to Connec- 
ticut. 

"Lewis Terrill named his eldest son Thomas, perhaps 
for his grandfather, and his second Josiah, presumably 
for his father. In the event of divorce, it would have 
been a natural division of the children for Lewis, the 
eldest child and only son, to have remained with his 
father, and for the daughters to be taken by the moth- 
er. in 1733, Hempstead referred to Lewis, five days 
before his marriage, as late of Elizabethtown. He 
would hardly have done so if Lewis had been living in 
Connecticut since childhood. It is probable that Lewis 
met his future bride while on a visit to his mother, 
and decided to settle in Connecticut, which may well 
have been the wish of the bride-to-be, who would have 
no relatives or friends in New Jersey. 

"Lewis, living in Connecticut, would hardly have 
been appointed to administer the estate of Josiah Ter- 
rill unless he were the eldest son and heir, since Jo- 
siah had brothers and other relatives living near at 
hand. Nor can we suppose that the Josiah of the 1749 
probate was a Str eg Josiah and possible brother of 
Lewis, for the 1738 deed referred to above shows that 


at that date Hannah had only three children, and they 
are positively known from the 1741 deed and from Han- 


nah's will. To suppose that the 1749 Josiah was a 
younger half-brother of Lewis, would of itself imply 
that the father of Lewis was divorced from Hannah. 

"Josiah Terrill was named in the will of his father 
in 1720, and signed an Elizabethtown document in 1729. 
Hannah's Terrill children were born circa 1709-1716. 
Her first Larabee child, Sarah was born perhaps some 
seven years later, circa 1723. There is another gap 
of some seven years before the first of her two Larabee 
boys was born in 1730. The facts strongly suggest a 
divorce, and if there was some irregularity or uncer- 
tainty regarding its validity, that might explain the 
unusual circumstances set forth above." 


WILLSON— 

John, (perhaps of the Lexington, Mass., family), b. 
about 1702, d. Coventry, Conn., 28 July 1773; m. about 
1726-7, perhaps in Killingly, Conn., Dorothy Barker, b. 
Concord, Mass., 18 Feb. 1703/4 (recorded as Mary), d. 
Coventry, 17 Aug. 1790, aged 87 (g.s.), dau. of William 
and Dorothy (Hayward) Barker. Children: i. John, bapt. 
Killingly lst Church, 28 Apr. 1728, d. Coventry, 10 
Sept. 1740; ii. William, b. Killingly, 8 June 1729, d. 
Coventry, 1819; m. Cov., 26 July 174). Sarah Rust, b. 
Cov., 4 June 1732, d. Cov., 7 Oct. 1504, dau. of Samuel 
and Sarah (Hockings) Rust; and had nine children record 
ed in Coventry; iii. Francis, see below; iv. Dorothy, 
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b. Killingly, 24 Apr. 1735, d. Cov., 2 June 1739/40; v. 
Abigail, b. Coventry, 10 Aug. 1738, d. Tyringham, Mass, 
27 Jan. 1789; m. Ezekiel Herrick, b. Cov., ca. 1729-30, 
d. Tyringham, 26 Oct. 1811 in his 82nd yr. (g.s.), son 
of Ezekiel and Mary (Rust) Herrick; vi. Joseph, b. Cov., 
31 Mar. 1745, lived in Tolland, Conn., and Tyringham, 
Mass. 

Francis Willson (John, above), b. Killingly, Conn., 
1l June 1732, d., probably in Coventry, 15 Jan. 1767 in 
his 35th yr. (g.s.); m. Coventry, 10 Feb. 1757, Abigail 
Fellows, dau. of Isaac and Abigail (Hutchins) Fellows. 
She m. (2) by 1783, Absalom Kingsbury, and lived in Al- 
sted, Cheshire Co., N.H. |Note: Francis Willson is sup- 
posed to have died in Alsted, N.H., but his gravestone 
is in Coventry, and the probate of his estate is at 
Windham, Conn.] Children: i. Anne, b. Cov., 1 Jan. 
1758, m. Moses Farnsworth, and by 1783 was in Alsted, 
N.H.3; ii. Abigail, b. Cov., 1 July 1759; m. Elijah Hol- 
brook, and by 1733 was in Alsted, N.H.; iii. Ruth, b. 
Cove, 3 Apr. 1761, and in 1783 was single and in Alsted, 
N.H.3; iv. Francis, b. ca. 1763, called eldest son in 
distribution of father's estate, and by 1734 was of 
"Brattleborough," Windham Co., Vt.; v. Stephen, b.Cov., 
14 Nov. 1764; vi. Submit, b. Cov., 12 Feb. 1767. 


Notes 


EViERDEN— Walter, who d. at Coventry, Conn., 11 July 
1740 in his 2lst yr., was probably son of William Ever- 
den of Dedham, Suffolk Co., Mass., who appears on the 
Coventry lana records in transactions up to 1744. 


FRENCH— Joseph, who d. in Coventry, 11 Aug. 1740 
aged 30 years, and lost all of his children that same 
month, was the son of John French of Norwich, Conn. 
Lucy French, the widow of Joseph French, m. (2) at Cov- 
entry, 23 Apr. 1740, Josiah Wcolcott. [The second mar- 
riage shoula be 1741; History of Hadley, Appendix, p. 
154, states that this Lucy was Lucy White » b. 16 June 
1715, dau. of Daniel and Anna (Bissell) White. 4 


REYNOLDS— Samuel, drowned 18 May 1/720. His widow Su- 
sannah m. Thomas Richards, and she and her son Samuel 
Reynolds were both resiaent of Waterbury, Conn., by 
eee {Ref.: Manwaring's Digest, 2:424; Coventry Deeds, 
3:105.) 


SMITH— James and wife Mary had children recorded at 

Canterbury: i. Zerviah, b. 2 July 1700; ii. James, b.17 
Dec. 17043 iii. Benjamin, b. 8 Mar. 1709/10; iv. Bena- 

jah, be 2 Jan. 1712. Moved by 1715 to Coventry, and by 
at Suffield. [Ref.: Cant.Deeds, 2:128; Cov. Deeds, 
1:1956. 


HASKINS OF TAUNTON 
SAMUEL“, SAMUEL3, AND THEIR FAMILIES 


By Wrs. John E. (Florence Harlow) Barclay, Whitman, Mass. 


According to E. W. Peirce, Contributions Biographi- 
cal, Genealogical and Historical (19/4), pase 1/4, Sam- 
uel Hoskins ana wife Mary Austin had Samuel, Joshua, 
Nehemiah, Lydia, Mary and Hannah; Samuel the parent was 
of Taunton and made a will dated March 1/, 1/32, which 
names wife Mary and children given above. 

A study of all probate and land records at Taunton 
listed under the name Samuel Haskins (or Hoskins) pre- 
sents a different picture and shows that Mr. Peirce 
confused the father and son. Very little assistance is 
found in the vital records, as there are few pertaining 
to this branch of the family. The Granberry Family 
(1945), compiled for kdgar Francis Waterman by Donald 
Lines Jacobus, gives an excellent history of the Eng- 
lish background of the family and the line of Richarde, 
but these writers indicate that the material on Samuelc 
and his children is open to speculation and doubt. The 
following is offered to clarify the history of this 
branch of the family. 

Samuel¢ Haskins, son of William of Fignowth Taunton, 
Middleboro, and Lakenham, was born Aug. 8, 1654, and 
died between Apr. 2, 1727, and Oct. 13, 1731, as will 
be shown later. No record of death has been found. 

First marriage, about 1678, to Abigail¢e Stacey, no 
record of birth, marriage or death, daughter of Richard 
and Abigail Stacey. Proof of her parentage and marri- 
age is found in Bristol Deeds, 10:24, where all the 
children of Richard and Abigail Stacey are named in a 
division of his estate dated Feb. 23, 1713/ly, includ- 
ing "Samuel Haskins Senr. of Taunton,....whose first 
wife was Abigail Stacey Daughter of Richard Stacey of 
Taunton deceased and Samuel Haskins Junr. of sd. Taun- 
ton son of sd Abigail Haskins and Samuel Cobb together 
with Lidiah his wife Daughter of said Samuel Haskins by 
his first wife" [a very full abstract of this deed giv- 
ing the other heirs is found in The Granber Family, 
fcotnote, p. 198]. This proves that by his first Stile 
Samuel Haskins had only two children who lived to matur 
ity, as follows: 


i. Samuel}, b. 1679-80; 4. Sept. 11, 1732; m. Mercy > 
see forward, 

ii. Lydia, b. ca. 1681-2; m. Samuel? Cobb (Augustine), b. 
Nov. 9; 1675. 


Second marriage, Feb. 5, 1684, to Mary Austin, b. 
May le, 1003, daughter of Jonah< and Esther Austin. No 
record of death, but we know she died before 1692 when 
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Samuel@ Haskins married again. There are two deeds in 
Bristol County (Taunton) that prove her parentage; 18; 
76, naming her brothers and sisters and the husbands of 
the latter; and 12:122, dated June 13, 1719, which shows 
that Mary, secona wife of Samuel Haskins, left only two 
heirs: "Samuel Haskins of Taunton for love and affection 
which I have, do bear unto my son William Haskins and 
to my daughter Abigail wife of Joseph kddy...and for 
other good causes and reasons....forever claim quit.... 
all land and rights in Taunton or elsewhere which in 
anywise belonged to my deceased wife Mary who was daugh 
ter of Jonah Austin." Only surviving children: 


iii. William, b. say 1686. No record of birth, marriage or 
death. 

iv. Abigail, b. about 1688; living Apr. 2, 1727, when she 
ani her husband signed an agreement with the other 
Austin heirs (Deeds, 18:76); m. Josenoh Eddy, son of 
John. 


Third marriage, May 12, 1692, to Rebecca@ Brooks, 
bapt. at Scituate, Mass., Apr. 12, 1657, daughter of 
Gilbert and Elizabeth (Simmons) Brooks of Scituate and 
Rehoboth, Mass. Gilbert Brooks died June 13, 1695. 
His will, dated June 6, 1695, proved Oct. 5, 1695, 
states that his nine daughters (he had no sons) are to 
share equally in his estate and listed "that which I 
have paid my children and grandchildren." Among them 
we find that his daughter Rebecca Horskins "shall have 
no more of my estate having received some other things 
with a warming pan already." There is no other Samuel 
Hoskins of the right age for her to have married, she 
being 35 and Samuel 38 years old. No record of her 
death has been found, and there is no record of chil- 
dren born to them, and no mention was found of any in 
probate or land records. If there had been surviving 
children, it seems certain that Samuel would have pro- 
vided for them in some manner. 


Fourth marriage, June 4, 1702, to Hannah Hall (Taun- 
ton V.R.). Rev. David B. Hall in Halls of New England 
(1883, p. 567) states that Hannah3 Hall, b. Jan. 6, 
1682, daughter of John and Hannah, married Samuel Has- 
kins, but does not identify him. 

The marriage entry in Taunton V.R. calls the bride- 
groom Samuel Haskins Sr. Thus it must have been Sam- 
uel2, who was still living, and not his son, Samuel Jr. 
Without further evidence except the Hall book, it would 
be natural to suppose that Hannah’ Hall married Samuel 
Haskins. However, proof will be prosgntod that Samuel@ 
Haskins married Hannah, widow of John“, Hall, and that 


she was born Hannah Penniman (on Mar. 26, 1648, Brain- 
tree V.R.), daughter of James and Lydia (Eliot) Penni- 
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man, and that she married first, Feb. 4, 1671, John@ 
Hall of Taunton. Her sister, Sarah Penniman, married 
Increase Robinson, and also lived in Taunton. 

John Hall died in 1693 but left no will. There was 
an inventory of his estate showing that he was a large 
property owner and had half a share in the Iron Works 
[Bristol Probate, 1:lllj. Under date of Dec. 29, 1694, 
there was a division of the estate [ibid., 2:66], re- 
corded Dec. 8, 1701, which describes the real estate 
set off to the widow during her natural life,-the east- 
ern part of the dwelling house, part of the garden and 
orchard, pasture and meadow and other lands along the 
Great River, one-half share in the Iron Works, and much 
more. This division also names sons John, Joseph, 
James, Benjamin and Jacob; and the daughter Hannah was 
to receive £34 and of the movables to the value of £11, 
"which makes up ner part of the 45 pounds which is her 
share." It will be noticed that the daughter received 
no land. 

Hannah (Fenniman) (Hall) Haskins died in 1726. She 
left no will, but administration was granted to Jacob 
Hall her youngest son, Apr. 14, 1726. There is only 
one other paper eggs to her estate, and that is 
the inventory [ibid., 9:484-5] "taken part in November 
and December, the rest in January 1726." This inven- 
tory contains all the items listed in her dower rights 
to the estate of her first husband, John Hall, but more 
fully described in some instances,-the garden, the or- 
chard, pasture, the property along the Great River, and 
also a half interest in the Iron Works. These dower 
rights were hers only for life and of course at death 
reverted to her Hall children, and none of it could be 
claimed by her second husband, Samuel Haskins, who was 
still living. This accounts for the fact that the ad- 
ministrator named was her youngest son, Jacob Hall. 
When one reads the inventory of John Hall's estate, the 
dower set off to her as widow, and then the inventory 
of her own estate as Hannah Haskins, there can be no 
doubt as to her identity. 

All the Samuel Haskins probate and land records at 
Taunton were read, covering three generations. The 
search was thorough, and it was hoped that signatures 
of the wife or wives might also appear. No such sig- 
natures were found, but care was taken to see how each 
Samuel signed, one object being to ascertain when Sam- 
uel Sr. died. It was found that Samuel¢ always signed 
by mark, and with one exception was entered as Samuel 
Haskins Sr., and the contents of each deed showed that 
Samuel* was the individual involved. However, Samue13 
could sign his own name, and that greatly helped in 
distinguishing father and son. As long as his father 
lived, Samuel+ signed either as "2nd" or "Jr.", but 
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durinz 1731 he signed two or three more deeds as Samuel 
Sr., which indicates that his father had died, and hence 
that it was Samuel3 who died in 1732, testate. 

Samuel@ Haskins, Sr., died after Apr. 2, 1727, when 
the agreement of Austin heirs to which his son William 
was a party was witnessed by Samuel Hassins Sr. (by his 
mark) and Samuel Haskins Jr. [Deeds, 18:76]. This was 
about a year after the death of Samuel's fourth wife. 
He died before Oct. 13, 1731, when Samuel3, now as 
"Samuel Haskins Sr.," sold to his son Samuel4, 40 acres 
lying by land of the heirs of William Briggs, and this 
deed was actually signed, not by mark (14 2537]. Fur- 
ther proof that this deed was given by Samuel? is af- 
forded by the fact that when this very land was bought 
by Samuel3 on Mar. 2, 1723/4, he was called "Samuel 
Haskins 2nd" [(15:284]. 

From the above facts it seems probable that if Sam- 
uel@ had other children, they died young, and that only 
four, Samuel, Lydia, William and Abigail, lived to 
adult life. Samue 12 left no estate, the property of 
his first and second wives going to their respective 
children during Samuel's lifetime. in 1682 he bought 
ly acres along Three Mile River, of Thomas Lincoln,Sr., 
and sold the same to his son Samuel3 on Apr. 5, 1718 
[Deeds, 93381; 12:15]. No other deeds were found in 
his name. 

Samuel3 Haskins, Jr. or 2nd, known after 1731 as Sr, 
was born about 1679-80 according to his age at death,- 
"Samuel Haskins 2nd died Sept. 11, 1732 in 53rd yr. 
(Taunton V.R.]. The appellation "2nd" which he had 
borne for many years was eviaently used in the death 
record to make clear which Samuel was meant, and it 
seems clear from the records cited that his father had 
died no great length of time before him. He married 
Mercy » not Mary as given by Peirce. No recora 
of marriage has been found, nor has the identity and 
parentage of Mercy been established. There are no rec- 
ords of the births of the children, but the following 
are mentioned in Samuel's will of 1/ Mar. 1731/2 (the 
order of birth is unknown): 


i. Samuell, b. 3 m. Aor. 8, 1736, Joanna? Harvey (Nor- 
ton V.R.); d. 1750; adm'n granted to widow, Mav 10, 
1750 (Bristol Probate, 12:271); division of estate 
dated Mar. 17, 1761 (ibid., 17:315). Chiliren named 
in the division: Sarah wife of Henrv Burt, Peter, 
Abigail, Phebe, Amy, ani John. 

ii. Joshua, b. 3 will dated Jan. 1, 1772. His father 
conveyed to him Sent. 10, 1731, 20 acres which as 
Samuel Haskins Jr. he had bought in 1713 of Samuel 
Stacey (Needs, 19:536; 

Lydia, b. 3; named in father's will. 
Mercy. b. 3 named in father's will. 
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v. Hannah, b. 3 named in father's will. 

vi. Nehemiah, b. 3 living in Taunton in 1750 when he 
was one of the administrators on the estate of his 
brother Samuel. His father conveyed 23 acres to him 
on 16 Oct. 1731 (Deeds, 19:538). 


From the above it will be seen that Peirce confused 
Samuel¢ and his son Samuel?) and that the will quoted by 
Peirce was not that of Samuel Sr. but of his son, Sam- 
uel3. Also, the writer, by use of a reading glass and 
a study of the handwriting throughout the will finds 
that his wife's name was Mercy and not Mary. 

The will of Samuel3 Haskins, dated Mar. 17, 1731/2 
and probated Oct. 21, 1732 [Bristol Probate, 7:436-7] 
contains the following items: to son Samuel, the land 
1 have already conveyed to him by deed, and half of my 
8 acres at the head of Bushy Plains; to son Joshua, be- 
sides the land I have already conveyed to him by deed, 
my right in the great cedar swamp in Taunton North Pur- 
chase; to daughters Lydia, Mercy and Hannah, [money] in 
addition to what they had already received; all the 
rest of my real estate not disposed of in this my will, 
my wife is to improve as I herein set forth;....I give 
to my beloved wife Mercy what I have here given to my 
son Nehemiah besides what remains after legacies have 
been paid, she to have use and improvement so long as 


she remain my widow. Witnesses: Setn Williams, William 
Richmond, George Townsend. Administration was granted 
to son Nehemiah Haskins, sole executor. 


SPENCER ERRATA, ADDENDA AND ANNOUNCEMENT 


it is thought that the Abigail Spencer who m. Benja- 
min Skinner was No. 77, vii, 2 (page 114) rather than 
No. 73, v, 6 (page 63) to whom the marriage was origin- 
ally assigned. 

The wife of No. 68, vii, 5 (fage 58) was Almira dau. 
of Gamalisl and Susanna (Moore) Terry. 

Esther Spencer, No. 69, vii (page 60) m. at South- 
bury, Conn., 23 Oct. 1778, John Garrett. 

John, No. 71, ii, 1 (page 61) was called Jared J. in 
probate; his sister Love, b. 13 Jan. 1783, d. 13 May 
1829, bur. Kinderhook, N.Y., m. there 3 Mar. 1803, Lu- 
ther Crocker, b. 8 Dec. 1773, d. Chautauqua, N.Y. 

Philip, No. 72 (page 62) m. Abigail Moore, dau. of 
Jonathan ana Abigail (kno) Moore. 

Gerard Spencer's descendants were numerous and some 
branches difficult. Your Editor, because of an appen- 
dectomy in December and the death of his mother in Feb- 
ruary, was unable to prepare an instalment for this is- 
sue, which had to be typed in May. 
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THE WHEELERS OF BEDFORDSHIRE AND NEW ENGLAND 


By John Insley Coddington, of Washington, %.C. 
IV. MLSCELLANEOUS ENGLISH RECORDS 


(A) Printed Material 


Publications of the Bedfordshire Historical Record 


Society, vol. 16 (1934): Bedfordshire Hearth Tax Ke- 
turns Se 1671, abstracted from P.K.0.- El/Y and /2/ 


l. 


301. 


Section 306: 
2 hearths 
Section 307: 
1 hearth 
Section 308: 
3 hearths 
2 hearths 
Section 309: 
2 hearths 
Section 310: 
1 hearth 
Section 31ll: 


Cranfield 

John Wheeler 
Cranfield 

Mary Wheeler 
Cranfield 

Josh Wheeler 

Geo Wheeler 
Cranfield 

Tho: Wheeler 
Cranfield 

John Wheeler 
Cranfield 


1 hearth Hen: Wheeler 
Section 314: Cranfield 
1 hearth Ric: Wheeler 
{The population of Cranfield in 1671 was estimated 


as 761. ] 


Publications o1 wne Bedfordshire Historical Record 
Society, vol. 18 (1930): The Ship Money Papers of 
Hen. Eiener and Sir Will. Boteler, 1637-1639. Ed- 
ited by F.G. and Margaret Emmison. 

"Lists of Arrears & Arrerages of Shippinge Money." 
pe 73. Parish of Cranfeilde. 

Thomas Wheeler. £1.0s.0d. "Gon out of the County." 


(B) Unpublished Material 


Miss Helen nacker of London most Kindly undertook a 
survey of the unpublished documentary material concern- 
ing the Wheeler family of Bedfordshire to be found in 
the Public Record Office at London ana in the County 
Record Office at Bedford. Not much was found, for the 
Wheelers were evidently neither a wealthy nor a litigi- 
ous family. They were too inconsiderable in worldly 
goods to have any Iinquisitions Post Mortem. Miss Thack- 
er found no record of tnem in Chancery Proceedings, 
Chancery Depositions, Exchequer Depositions ana the 
Court of Requests for the reigns of Elizabeth I, James 
I and Charles I. Indeed, all that was found came from 
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the Feet of Fines for the Hundred of Redbornestoke, co. 
Bedford (in wnicn the parish of Cranfield lies), but it 
is not evident whether the Wheelers mentioned were ac- 
tually from Cranfield or from other neighboring parish- 
es. 

Feet of Fines 


1. Final agreement between Robert Wheeler querent and 
William Coyett and Elizabeth his wife deforciants, con- 
cerning property in Malden, Hundred of Redbornestoke, 
co. Bedford. C.P. 25 (2), Bundle 2/70, Michaelmas 11 
James 1 (1613). 


2. Final agreement between Robert Crowley, junior, 
Robert Foxe and Thomas Crowley, querents, and Richard 
Wheeler and Joan his wife, aeforciants, concerning 
property in Wotton and Wotton Phyllyng, Hundred of Red- 
bornestoke, co. Bedford. ©.P. 25 (2), Bundle 270, 
Michaelmas 13 James I (1615). 


3. Final agreement between William Wheeler and William 
Bodcott, querents, and Thomas [illegiblej alias Lyer 
and Rebecca his wife, deforciants, concerning property 
in Wroxhill, Pillinge and Marston Mortaine, co. Bed- 
ford. Bundle 532, Michaelmas 1649. 


ye Final agreement between William Wheeler, querent, 
ana Thomas Franklyn, gent., deforciant, concerning 
property in the parish of Marston Mortaine, co. Bedford. 
Trinity term, 1658. 


Lay Subsidy Rolls 


Lay Subsidy of 14-15 James I (1627-1628). Parish of 
Cranfield, co. Bedford. 
Thomas Wheeler senior xx s. for lands,  s. for goods 
Thomas Wheeler de Ameley xx s. for lands, h s. for goods 
Johannes Wheeler senior xx s. for lands, hs. for goods 
Richardus Wheeler senior xx s. for lands, 8 s. for goods 
Richardus Wheeler iunior xx s. for lands, } s. for goods 


Material from Bedford County Record Office Collections 


1. 1619. inventory of the goods of Thomas Lunt of 
Cranfield, appraised by Richard Wheeler Yeoman and oth- 
ers. Signed with the mark of Richard Wheeler. 1, June 
1619. 


2. 1627. Court of Lionel [Cranfield], lst karl of 
Middlesex and Lord of the Manor of Cranfield, co. Bed- 
ford. Surrender of Richard Wheeler senior of his copy- 
hold lands in the Manor of Cranfield aforesaid to the 
use of Benjamin Field and Alice his wife. 
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3. 1629. Manor of Hawnes, Hundred of Redbornestoke, 
co. Bedford. Richard Wheeler appears in connection 
with this Manor. 


4e 1629. Inventory of the goods of William Juddge 
late of Cranfield, co. Bedford, labourer. One of the 
appraisers was Thomas Wheeler of Cranfield aforesaid. 
28 april 1629. 


S. 1632. Court of Lionel [Cranfield], lst Earl of 
Middlesex. Further surrender of Richard Wheeler of his 
copyhold lands in the Manor of Cranfield to the use of 
Benjamin Field. 


6. 1637/8. Deea of Tymothie Wheeler of Cranfield, co. 
Bedford, yeoman; Joseph Wheeler of the same, yeoman; 
and Ephraym Wheeler of Cranfield, yeoman. in consider- 
ation of £l2. paid before the sealing and delivery of 
these presents by Edward Odell of the Ashe in Cranfield, 
yeoman, the said Tymothie, Joseph and Ephraym do grant 
to the said Edward Odell and his heirs and assigns for 
ever 2 1/2 acres of arable land in the field called 
Ferry Feild situate between the land late ol Thomas 
Reade on the north and the land of William Odell on the 
south. Dated 19 February 1637/8, 13 Charles I. 


RECENT BOOKS 
AND GENEALOGICAL INTELLIGENCE 


Genealogy of the Pepys Family 1273-1887. Compiled 
by Walter Courtenay Pepys. Second edition, with addi- 
tions by Lord Cottenham. Faber and Faber Ltd., London, 
1952. Cloth, 102 p. Eight genealogical charts. 

Without being a formal genealogy, the text of this 
volume gives a sketch of the distinguished Pepys family 
over the centuries, including old family letters and 
citing early wills and other documents. The actual 
genealogy is condensed in the several charts, some of 
which reproduce Visitation pedigrees, while others, 
based on very considerable research, set forth all that 
had been learned about the various branches. The last 
chart lists the descendants to date of the Lord Chan- 
cellor (first Earl of Cottenham). 

A peculiarity of the family is that it failed to 
multiply extensively in the male lines, and in conse- 
quence the number of those bearing the surname to-day 
is very limited. An interesting item is the fact that 
Richard Pepys, a second cousin of the Diarist and grand 
father's grandfather to the Lord Chancellor, came in 
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1634 to Boston, Mass., and spent several years in New 
England. Readers of the famous Diary will find useful 
the chart showing the family connections of Samuel. 
The amusing controversy regarding the pronunciation 
of the name (see the 1934 exchange of letters on the 
subject in the third chapter) leaves the present re- 
viewer unconvinced. Most English surnames have been 
spelled and pronounced in various ways in the past, and 
it is common enough to find different branches of the 
same family adopting alternate spellings and pronunci- 
ations. So while it is entirely clear that this name 
was originally pronounced in two syllables, and that 
this usage has been preferred by most branches of the 
family to the present day, that does not preclude the 
one-syllable pronunciation on the part of individual 
members or branches of the family. The slurring of a 
final unaccented syllable of a name was common in sev- 
enteenth century England, and there is evidence that 
"Pepys" was thus sometimes telescoped into "Peeps." 
Attractively printed and bound, the volume is recom- 
mended to libraries and to devotees of the Diarist. 


The Colonial Clergy and the Colonial Churches of New 
England. By Frederick Lewis Weis. Lancaster, Mass., 
1936. Cloth, 280 p. 

Although not a recent book, we wish to call it to 
the notice of such references libraries and genealogists 
as lack a copy or are unfamiliar with it. It gives a 
very complete listinyz of the colonial clergy of this 
region. ‘the individual mentions of the clergymen are 
necessarily brief, but give the salient facts and are 
useful for quick reference. Especially valuable is the 
concluding section, which names each town in alphabeti- 
cal order ana thereunder the church ana the ministers 
who served it with the years of their incumbency. 


General Davia Humphreys. Notes on His Life and 
Works. By Reverend Koy M. Houghton, D.b. Published 
by General vVavid Humphreys Branch Number One, Conn. 
Society, S.A.R. Faper, 16 p. (Keproduces Gilbert 
Stuart's portrait.) 


Mr. Lisle Cottrell prepared nine large maps of Scott, 
Cortland Co., N.Y., which we understand are to be 
available at the Cortland County Historical Society. 
Scott was founded in 1815, and the first map shows the 
land ownership in 1816, with dates of purchase, proved 
by the deeds. ‘Two maps for 1825 and another for 1835 
are also based on the deeds. The fifth and sixth maps, 
for 1863 and 1876, are based on County maps of those 
years. The others, for 1903, 1426 and 1951, are based 
on assessment rolls. 
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